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Notes 

An Excellent Choice 

In selecting Sardar Kharak Singh as the successor 
to Aga Mahomed Safdar as President of the Provincial 
Congress Committee, the Congress Committee has made 
an excellent choice. It could not have done better. 
In honouring Sardar Saheb the Committee has honoured 
itself. The election of Bardur Kharak Singh is also a 
delicate compliment paid to the Sikhs for their bravery, 
sacrifice and patriotism. Nowadays the office of President 
of a Congress Committee, a Khilafat Committee or a 
Gurdwara Committee is no sinecure. Prosecution 
for some offence or another under the ordinary or 
extraordinary laws imposed by the Government upon tne 
people of India almost follows as a matter of course 
in many provinces. With the exception of a few provinces, 
some office bearers of the various Committees have 
contributed * their quota to His Majesty’s hotels. 1 
congratulate Sardar Kharak Singh, lliarcfcre, upon his 
courage in taking up the Tcius of office at tnis stormy 
period of the nation’s career. 

Satisfactory tor both Parties 

The imprisonment of leaders seems to satisfy both the 
Government and the public. It is obvious that they satisfy 


the Government, otherwise they would not have performed 
the thankless task of imprisoning leaders. They believe 
that thereby they will 1c able to suppress the non-co- 
operation movement. It is equally obvious that the people 
arc satisfied with there imprisonments because the 
movement, wherever they take place, is making headway. The 
latest instance cmnos from Ncliore. Although this place wau 
doing steady work it was not pupating with vitality as it 
inu-:t be doing cow. An esteemed worker write. : — 

“ You Would have read in I ho pipers how, as in other 
places, here too the authorities have boon co-operating 
with the people to push up our movement. Recently, they 
have rendered us a distinct r.orvico by awarding a year's 
rigorous imprisonment to the President, Secretary and three 
other members of the District Congress Comrmt<ea for their 
having issued a notice exhorting village officers to resign and 
convening a meeting to cm tain how fur the several 
Talules of the district arc prepared to tafeo part in tlm 
no- tax e:.unp.ugn v , The Pun of iho Committee is n 

non-co-operating lawyer and Urn Solidary Mr, Rum Re-ddi, 
your host when you last came to Nellore. Mr. Eedcli 
entered publia life only two years back, but is already 
considered the most valuable worker in the district. He 
belongs to the most influential family of the Redd! 
commasity and his prosecution has earned our gospel to 
far-off nooks and corners which would kayo otherwise been 
impenetrable for ideas of this kind. ISTellore is one 
of the backward districts of the Province, but the Government 
has been trying its best to quicken the rate of its progress. ” 

Air, Venkatappayn wrote to me only the other day 
fearing that the Government would not go on with Mr. 
Reddy’s prosecution because he was a most influential 
leader in his district, lie was afraid because the dropping 
of the prosecution might have damped the rising enthusiasm 
of the people. The Government have, however, dispelled 
Mr. Venkalappaya’ts fears, and Mr, Roddy ’a imprisonment 
seems to have galvanised Kellore into activity it has never 
seen before. 

Only 1 6 Months’ Simple ’ for the President 

If Begum Abul Kalam Azad and the Maulana himself 
complain about the inadequacy of the sentence pronounced 
upon the Maulana Saheb, what must be the 
feeling of the President of the Congress and 
his devoted partner on having heard that he together 
with Mr. Sasmal was to have only 6 months’ simple 
imprisonment t "Why on earth the trial should have been 
dragged aud judgment postponed if such an untheatrical 
sentence was to be pronounced, only the Government can tell. 
The gossip that was sent to me along the rails was that the 
Government were seeking a suitable opportunity for dischar- 
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ging both the Maulana and the Deshabandhu. The latest 
gossip whitb is supposed to be authentic, I dare not disclose. 
Nor is it of importance for the reader to know. "We must 
take, not even excluding the President, our lot as it comc-s to 
u^, I am receiving biting letters from correspondents 
accusing me of simplicity, of hard-heartedness, of faint- 
heartedness and all such kindred weaknesses. Some 
correspondents tell me that I have sold the cause of the 
prisoners. Others tell me I have thrown all my non-eo opera- 
tion views to the winds, and I have been faithless to the 
President of the Congress. Fortunately, many years of 
service have given me a fairly tough hide and these shafts 
do not pierce it, but I do assure all these impatient critics 
that not a particle of the principle of non-co-operation has 
been surrendered by the resolutions. On the contrary, 
refusal to suspend mass civil disobedience in the face of grave 
warnings from Nature would have meant a complete surrender 
of the fundamental principle of non-co-operation. The 
discharge of prisoners I purposely brought to the surface 
when it became a point of national honour, because with the 
change of issue from the immediate attainment of the 
triple goal to the immediate attainment of the 
three-fold freedom, the demand for the discharge of prisoners 
became a natural cjn sequence. Bat Chauri Chaura, has 
raised another immediate issue, viz., terrible penaneo and a 
fierce process of purification, and this penitential purification 
requires the sacrifice of the imprisoned workers and the 
temporary sacrifice of many of our activities which have 
revivified the nation. Bat such things happen in all wars, much 
more frequently in spiritual warfare such as ours is claimed 
to be. I call it spiritual in tlic sense that we have resolutely 
declined to make use of physical force for the attainment of 
our end. We were in danger of being drifted away from our 
moorings, and it was necessary for us to return, but the 
return is merely meant to give us greater purity, greater 
perception and therefore greater strength, and if non-co- 
operators have to become seasoned soldiers for the nation’s 
battle, they will dnuhtless understand the value of waiting 
and preparing. Ho who \vait 3 for preparation or otherwise, 
advances the cause as much as the warrior who stands three 
feet deep in the trenches. All our sufferings will have been 
lost upon us if we do not realise these elements of the science 
of war, whether it is spiritual or physical. 

Malabar Reconstruction 

Mr. Madhava Bao aud others of the Servant* of India 
Society and the Secretaries of tlic Young Men’s Christian 
Association have jointly issued a series of questions regarding 
reconstruction in Malabar. Tlie questions have been 
elaborately framed and cover all the departments — economic, 
industrial, educational, civic and general. I propose to deal 
with only one. In my opinion it solves all the other 
questions. It will be found a most difficult task to organise 
loans or the other things in connection with the re-settlement 
of the afflicted people of MAibar. If, however, the people in 
want are supplied with spinning wheels, most of the 
questions will be automatically solved. The thing can be 
done with the least capital possible, aud it would be a 
permanent addition to the industries of Malabar. Wood, 
which is so much required for the spinning wheels, is a 
matter of no consequence in Malabar, and many by-industries 
will receive strength and encouragement without any extra 
effort. I would, therefore, heartily, commend to the 
organisers of the reconstruction scheme this one single 
proposition as the central truth round tfhick all the other 


propositions should be made to revolve. They will then 
find that any scheme so constructed will lead to economy, 
efficiency and the least waste. 

Ideal Father and Son# 

Some weelas ago, I dealt with the imprisonment of three 
Malaviyas and in doing so showed with what humility and 
with what respect for his revered father, Govind Malaviya, 
when he simply could not resist the voice of conscience, 
courted imprisonment inspite of Panditji’s wish to the 
contrary. The public will be pleased to have the following 
translation of the letter Panditji wrote to Govind Malaviya 
who has sent a copy to me. The original i* of course 
in Hindi: — 

“ With blessings to Govind. May you live long. 

“I have received your letter. I am Forry I could not 
acknowledge it earlier because of my distractions. I am 
not displeased with you. Please be quite at ease on this 
score. I certainly did not approve of the picketing of the 
Modern High School. A school is not like an abode of sin 
or a case distributing poison such that it would be 
justifiable to picket it so as to prevent children from going 
there, but both you and Krishna were quite right in going 
to the public meeting and giving to the audience tlie 
message of the Congress. The policy* adopted by the 
Government is altogether improper. I am hoping that it 
will be reverse!. Do keep yourself perfectly happy. Mr. 
Gandhi S9nt mo the letter jou addressed to him about 
your imprisonment. 

The foregoing is dated the 13th January. 

The following was sent by Panditji to Krishna Kant 
Malaviya bearing the same date* — 

“I am sorry T have been so busy that I could not write 
to you or to Govind these many days. I am writing now 
at il P. M. 

“You were perfectly right in addressing the meeting. Do 
not allow your mind to bo oppressed with any idea that I 
disapproved your having done so. I said at the All-India 
Congress Committee ( or rather at the Subjects Committee ) 
meeting at Ahmedabad that if the Government would not 
withdraw the notification declaring Congress volunteers 
“ unlawful associations ”, such volunteers would be justified 
in disregardmg the notification and in going to jail for it. 

“The Conference which I have convened aloDg with others 
will take place to-morrow. The enclosed letter will show you the 
object of the Conference. Mr. Gandhi is here and so are 
Sir Sankaran Nair, Sir Yisveewarayya and many others. We 
have had many hours of preliminary discussion to day. I 
expect some good will come out of it. 

“Keep yourself perfectly cheerful. Do not let any of 
your fellow-sufferers be under the impression that I had any 
hand iu the alteration, of your sentences from rigorous into 
simple imprisonment for six months. I did not complain to 
any one about your sentences, though I did feel pained at 
..the brutality of the sentences. 

“I intended to see you both in the jail on my return to 
Allahabad. But now that you have been removed to Agra* 
I may not be able to see you for some time. However, that 
is of little consequence. There is very heavy work before me 
during the next few months which will gratify your hearts 
More hereafter.” 

In senuiDg me a copy of the letter Govind remarks 
that the circular letter convening the Conference was 
not delivered to Krishna Kant. He also asked me nert. 
to publish the two letters without Panditji’s permission. 
As Both the letters I considered to be of public interest. 
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I felt that they should be printed, and haying obtained 
the necessary permission I have shared tiaem with tLe 
public. To me both are precious letters. They aro an 
illustration of what a family life should be. There is 
mutual toleration between the different iqembers of the 
same family and perfect independence retained by and 
given to the younger ones. What is more, the letters 
reveal the nobility of P'anditji’s character. If he is not 
in jail to-day it is not because he is afraid of it hut 
because he has not yet seen his way clear to it. Who 
that is in intimate touch with him does not know that 
he is borne down with anxiety and torn asunder by an 
eternal conflict of duty ? I have often felt that if he 
was carried away to prison it would be a positive deliverance 
for him from constant anxiety and worries attendant upon 
a public life such as his. 

I have reproduced the letters in order to plead for 
general toleration on the part of non-co-operators. 
I want the readers to share with me the belief 
that though Panditji has a record of public service 
unequalled by any living Indian, there are men among 
the Independents and the Moderates who Jind themselves 
estranged against us, not because they are, weak but from 
a stern sense ,p£ duty. If we would only cultivate the 
necessary spirit of humility, charity and toleration towards 
our opponents and will not impute unworthy motives, I 
know that we would win many over to our side who are 
to-day ranged against us because of our intoleration. When 
a majority bocomes intolerant it is feared, distrusted and in 
the end detested, and very properly so. If non-co-operatois 
have, as I believe they have, the vast masses with them, 
surely it behoves them to be tolerant, kind and respectful 
towards the minority even whilst they retain their own 
view-point as stubbornly as ever. In toleration is weakness 
and justifies the charge often brought against us that the 
movement, although it is not intended to, does engender 
hatred. I hope the two letters I have reproduced will pot 
non-co-operators on their guard. 

The Gorakhpur tragedy was nothing but a forcible 
illustration of intoleration. We often forget that one of our 
duties consists in converting even the police and tho 
soldiery to our views. We will never. do so by terrorism. The 
mob inhumanity to tho police has added to tho corruption 
that is rampant amongst them and has now called forth the 
reprisals which shock us. Let us bear in mind the fact that 
a corrupt Government and a corrupt Police presuppose the 
existence of corruption among the people who submit to 
Government and Police corruption. After all, there is 
considerable truth in the statement that a people deserve 
the Government that they have. It does not need a 
religious belief in the doctrine of non-violence to make us 
see that we have to win the Police and the Military, largely 
consisting of our own countrymen, over to our side by 
kindness, toleration and oven submission to their brutality. 
Surely, in a majority of cases they know not what they are 
doing. 

Essence o! Civil Disobedience 

A friend, a Congress official, writes from Simla j — ■ 

“ In the present mood of my countrymen l find certain 
members belonging to different Congress organisations, in 
order to comply with your behests regarding the practising 
of civil disobedience, have found out certain novel methods 
of disobeying law by staging certain plays which have been 
proscribed by the Government, for instance 
which was Btaged sometjrao ago in Multan and very recently 


in Simla, resulting in arrests in both the cases. Now may 
I ask your opinion about this form of disobedience which 
was practised before the date fixed as laid down in the 
resolution of the All-India Congress Committee, viz., 15th 
Jammy 1022 ? Further, were the actors in &hese plays 
justified in informing the Government in a spirit of defiance 
beforehand that they were going bo stage a proscribed play 
and by sueh action inviting arrests 

“Furthermore, I will draw your attention to the stormy 
literature which is issuing forth from Delhi and other 
places in the shape of cheap poetical booklets and is being 
recited by small boys and by certain irresponsible volunteers 
( for I must cull them irresponsible ) containing matter 
which is obviously inconsistent with the principle of 
non-violent non-co-operation inasmuch as it contains 
words and phrases which are calculated to spread hatred and 
create contempt against every individual Englishman in 
this country and may result in violence. I bring this fact to 
your notice because methinks that tho authors pose to be 
non -co-operators and to be with you in this struggle for 
the salvation of our dear motherland May I ask if this 
kind of propaganda instead of pioving helpful will not 
bring about mischievous results 7 ” 

The staging of the play was certainly not justified if it was 
done before the loth January. It was also not justified if it 
was done without the consent of the Provincial Congress 
Committee. Every form of civil disobedience was subject to 
the previous sanction of the local Congress Committee. The 
staging of the play was also unjustified if the play itself was 
calculated needlessly to excite passions and to induce hatred. 
Assuming that all the conditions I have named were fulfilled, 
the managors were quite right in giving previous imformation 
to the Government in a dignified manner, because the essence 
of civil disobedience is that it is public and made specially 
known to those interested in arresting. 

As to the “stormy literature”, it is a sad’ thing that 
pamphlets such as the writer alludes to are being published 
and so largely patronised. The writer has mentioned two 
such booklets. I am, however, not printing the names. Some 
other correspondent sends me one of the booklets also for my 
edification and advice. The title as well as the contents are 
objectionable and breathe nothing but haired. It is our duty 
to bring every wrong to public notice, but there are ways 
and ways of doing the thing. No point is gained by putting 
things offensively. The offence contains in the fact itself. 
To embellish such facts is to detract from the demerit, and at 
the present moment when people are under the pledge of 
non-violence, publication of such • literature is highly 
reprehensible. It spreads anger and makes the task of offering 
civil disobedience more and more difficult. 

I have lost all Credit 

A friend from Lahore without giving his name tends me 
the following thundering Dote: — 

“On Tuesday the 14th I read the Tribune and the 
resolutions therein, passed at the emergency meeting of 
the All-India Congress Working Committee, On Monday 
when I came from my office I heard a flying rumour that 
Mahatma ji had postponed the date of the mass civil 
disobedience, but at that time T thought the news devoid of 
foundation. After a short time a friend of mine hawked 
me at my house and we went to bazar. His face was 
somewhat sadder than usual. I enquired of him the reason of 
his sadness. He said he was utterly disgusted 
and so gave up the idea of following 
this movement, Mahatmaji was goiDg to give up* ■ the lead 
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of tills movement and at the same time he had advised 
all the Provincial Congress Committees not to enrol any more 
volunteers. No picketing propaganda should be undertaken 
as long n r, the special session ot‘ the All-India Congress 
Committee had not eon filmed what to do farther. 

“The people aie of this opinion that you have turned your 
face and become fiokk-min-i- 1 * 1 . They will co-operate with 
the Government without any hesitation and join the 
ceremony of His Royal Highness lire Panes of Wales. 
Some say that lU*y will not observe hartal and will 
accord a hearty reception at Lahore. 

“Some merchants a.re under tlio impression that you have 
removed all the restrictions from all liquor shops and 
videthi cloth, 

“Truly speaking, each and every one in Lahore city is 
holding meeting in the ba::aar as well as in the house, and 
you wiU forgive me if I will say boldly that they are 
condemning the action of the All-Tndia Congress Committee. 

“I now for my sake ask you these questions. 
f ‘(l) Will yon now give up the lead of this movement 7 
If so, why 7 

“(2) Will you bo good enough to let me know why you 
lave given such instructions to all Provincial Congress 
Committees ? Have jou given an opportunity to Pandit 
Malaviya for a Sound Table Conference for a settlement, or 
lias Pandit Malaviya agreed to embrace your movement in 
case the Government has not turned tme to its words ? 

‘■(3) Grant a compromise is arranged and the Khilafat 
and. the Punjab wrongs arc redressed and in the case cf 
Swaraj the Government may only extend the reforms, will 
you be satisfied with that or continue your activities 
till you have got the fall dominion status .' 

“(4) Suppose no decision i.- arrived at. Will Pandit Malaviya 
and all others who are connected with this conference 
come to your side or will their fate remain in the balance 
just as now ? 

‘‘(5) In case no decision is auived at, will you give up the 
idea of civil disobedience, if there is dauger of violence. 

“(G) Is jour intention now to disband the present 
volunteer corps and enlist those who know spinning and 
wear handspun and hand woven khaddar i 
“(7) Suppose violence has made appearance when yon have 
started your mass civil disobedience, what will you do at 
that time ? Will you stop your activities at the very moment V* 
There is much more crilidem in this letter thau I have 
reproduced. The writer tells me that the people, are so 
disgusted that they now threaten to bcco-ne co-operators 
and are of opinion that I have sold Lain Lajpat B,ai, Hesha- 
bandhu Chi tin iianjan ibis, Pandit Motilal Helix u, the Ali 
Brothers and others, and tells me that if I give up the leader- 
ship there are thousands who will leave this woxld by com- 
mitting suicide. I may assure the citizens of Lahore in 
particular and the Punjabis in geneial that I do not believe 
what ia said of them. I used to receive such, letters even 
during the Martial Law clays because of the suspension of 
civil disobedience, bat I discounted all the news and on my 
reaching the Punjab in October, I found that I was right in 
my analysis of the Punjab mind and l discovered that there 
was no one to challenge the propiiety of my act. I feel still 
more confident of the coireetness of the decision of the 
Working Committee, hut if it is found that the country 
repudiates my action I shall not mind it. T can but do my 
duty. A leader is useless when he acts against the promptings 
ol his own conscience, suriounded as ho must- be b^ people 


holding all kinds of views. He will drift like an anchorless 
ship if he has not the inner voice to hold him firm and guide 
him. Above all. T can easily put up with the denial of the 
world, but any denial by mb of my God is unthinkable, and 
if I did not give at thD critical period of the straggle the 
advice that I have, I would be denying both God and Truth. 
The telegram*, and letters I am receiving from all parts of 
the country thanking me for my decision — telegrams from both 
non- co-operators and eo- operator,* —confirm my belief that 
the country appreciates the decision and that the Lahore 
writer Las given undue prominence to some 
heated bazaar talk which was bound to 
take place after the Bardoli decision which 
all of a sudden .disturbed *11 previous calculations. 1 can 
understand Ihe elfect of the first shock, but I am also sure 
that when the people begin to analyse tlio implications of 
non-violence they will come to no other conclusion than that 
of the Working Committee. 

And now for the questions of the correspondent: 

(1) I am not likely to give up the lead of the movement 
unless I have a clear indication that the people want me to. 
One method of giving that indication is an adverse vote of 
the Working OommitLee or the All-India Congress Committee. 

(2) I assure Lhe public that Fandifc Malaviyaji Lad 
absolutely no hand in shaping my decision. I have often 
yielded to Panditji, and it 13 always a pleasure for me to yield 
to him whenever I can and always painful to diiler from one 
who has an unrivalled record of public service and who is 
sacrifice personified. But so far as the decision of suspension 
is concerned, I arrived at it on my reading the detailed report 
of the Chauri Chaura tragedy in the Ghrontcle. It was in 
Bardoli that telegrams were sent convening the Working 
Committee meeting arid it was in Bardoli that I scuta letter 
to the meruhers of the Working Committee advising them of 
my desire to suspend civil disobedience. I went thereafter 
to Bombay at the instance of Panditji, who together with the 
other friends of the Malavha Conference, undoubtedly wished 
to plead with me for a suspension and who were agreeably 
surprised when I told them that fo far as 1 was concerned my 
mind was made up, but that I had kept it open so that I could 
discuss the point thoroughly with the members of the Working 
Committee. The suspension has no reference to a round 
table conference or to any settlement. In my opinion, a 
round table conference is hound to prove fruitless. It 
requires a much stronger Viceroy than Lord Heading has 
proved to be to perceive tli9 situation in the counlry and then 
to describe it correctly. I certainly feel that PaDdit Malaviyaji 
has already come into the movement. It is not possible for 
him to keep away from the Congress or from danger, but 
the Bardoli decision was arrived at purely on its merits and 
I could not have been shaken from the original purpose had 
I not been unnerved by the Chauri Chaura tragedy which was 
the last straw. 

( 0 ) Nothing short of a full Dominion status is likely to 
satisfy me personally and nothing short of complete severance 
wilt satisfy me if the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs remain 
unrediessed, but the exact form dons not depend upon me. 
I have no clear-cut scheme. It has to be evolved by the 
people’s representatives. 

( 4 ) At the present moment there is no question of a 
settlement Therefore, the question as to what Panditji and 
all others will do is premature if not irrelevant. But assuming 
that Panditji holds any conference and that its resolutions 
are ignored by the Government, Panditji and ethers will act 
as all self-respecting men do in such circumstances. 
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( 0 ) I can never give up the idra of civil disobedience, 
no matter what danger there is of violence, bn*- I shall 
certainly uive np the idea of starting mass civil disobedience 
so long as there is a certain danger of violence. Individual 
civil disobedience stands on a different tooting. 

( 6 ) There it no question «»f dUbandius; a«y Volunher 
Corps, but the names of iho»e who do not conform to the 
Oongres> pledge have certainly to be removed from the list 
if we are to be honest. 

( 7 ) If we have understood the essential parts of non- 
violence, we can but come to one conclusion that any eruption 
of widespread violence-and I call the Chauri Chsura tragedy 
widespread for the purpose — automatically stops mass civil 
disobedience. That many other parts of the country have 
nobly responded to the spirit of non-violence is good, but it 
is not good enongh to continue mass civil* disobedience 
even as a most peaceful meeting is disturbed if one man 
obstructs or commits violence. Mass civil disobedience for 
becoming successful requires a non-violent environment. 
The reason for restricting it to one single small area is to 
prevent violence elsewhere. It, therefore, means that mass 
civil disobedience in a particular area is possible when the 
other areas passively co-operate by remaining non-violent. 
More Written Newspapers 

The Sikh friends have come out with the Azad Ahali 
both in Gurmukhi and in Urdu . Their effort is more 
readable and more artistic even than the Gauhati paper 
which I praised only the other day. Every sheet is so clear. 
Then there is the Assam Congress Bulletin, a weekly 
just started at Tejpur. This is purely in English. Tho print 
is not so clear as in the Asad Ahali, I do not get the 
time to go through all these newspapers, but I hope that the 
editors of these written newspapers take special care in the 
selection of nows, that they do not put in a single fact which 
cannot be fully substantiated and that they do not indulge 
in criticism that is calculated to excite haired, seeing that 
such newspapers cannot be controlled by any Government in 
the world, so long as there arc people ready and brave enough 
to write them. They must be specially restrained in tho 
choice of language. It would be terrible if written newspapers 
were to indulge in undisciplined language. So long as the 
country is under the spell of non-violence, every word 
uttered or written in anger or malice retards our progress. 
Ban on Khaddar Caps 

It was a pleasure to me to receive Dio following from 
Moulvi Zafarulmulk Alavi of Lucknow who is at -present 
undergoing imprisonment in the Fatuhgarh .Tail, The 
reader may not even remember that he was among the 
earliest victims. Ills afreet had created a sensation as it was 
unexpected. A man of literary tastes, ho was b’ving in 
practical retirement. He was fearjess and truthful in his 
writings. Hence Ins arreBt. From his letter the reader will 
see with what scrupulous care he is discharging himself in 
the gaol. Like so many other N. C. 0. prisoners, he is helping 
the authorities in preserving gaol discipline. Let the letter 
speak for itself : — 

“ I have purposely refrained from writing to you during 
the last- 15 months that I spent here, as I was thoroughly 
satisfied with my lot and did not see any reason to snatch 
from you even a single minute for mere personal 
satisfaction. 

“ There have, however, arisen some points in connection 
with the jail life of nrni-oooper&tors which I should like to 
bring to your kind notice. 

“ Sometime ago, a volunteer sentenced under several 
sections of the J. P ( Q. that are not considered to be of a 
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political nature, came hero from Etaw&h and it was found 
that he refused to wear the jail clothing which is not tnads of 
handspnn yarn, as lie thought it would !>• going again sg the 
volunteer pledge that required him .to use only sa imiuLpun 
and handw \-en hha^dar to the exclusion i»f every othei 
Thi-i youQsjr man was so stubborn thi&t he would imr even rake 
any food. Fortunately the jail officials did not 
riirt r reri> and allowed me to rescue him from -.he &vkr 
position in which re had, through u alum tided zeal, pKccd 
himself. 

Flow this is not the only instance of its h*ml. A -v<. . k 
ago I had read that sonic one at Allahabad uad abo U'd-m U 
the same mistake. To my mind, this altitude is quite un- 
tenable and contrary to the spirit in which we are expected 
to live in jails. 

“ The other point is rather f-eroup. Two 
non-co-operators who were lately made simple prisoners and 
are therefore allowed to put on their own clothes, have been 
prohibited from wearing the Gandhi cap. This order 
made them very uneasy, as the officer who gave the 
order had fill along been very kind and thoy did not 
want to do, anything to offend him. But as they did 
not want to he humiliated in this manner, they asked 
me to intervene on their behalf, 

“ I spoke to the officer concerned ami was assured 
that personally he was not particular about it. In fact he 
had merely carried out the wishes of tho district 
Magistrate who as official visitor - happened to come here 
and seeing some of the simpe prisoners wearing these 
caps ordered to prohibit their use, 

“ According to the jail regulation*, all simple prisoners 
wear their own clothing and so far as I understated, 
their choice in the matter of dress is only restricted 
iu the sense that they cannot wear anything which 
might offer facilities for suicide or escape. Beyond 
that, they are perfectly free to dress themselves 
in any fashion they like. Thus it is clear Dial this prohibition 
is only an innovation of very recent da<e and is simply 
obnoxious and humiliating. For though many of us do not 
usually wear this cap, yet there can be no doubt that a very 
large number of our countrymen, more specially the 
non— cooperators, consider it to be an outward symbol of our 
unity and the most expressive token of our reverence and high 
regard for the great leader whose* venerable name it bears. 

“ Tho Inspector General of L r . P. Jails is about to visit 
this jail very shortly and Die matter will be referred to him 
who is likely to settle it satisfactorily, if his discretion has 
not already been tied by an order of the loc*l Government, 
In that case, of course, it will bo our duty to disobey the 
order at all costs.” 

The .difficulty, however, about hhaddar eapsis one of 
principle on ’which there can he no surrender. The simple 
imprisonment prisoners have the right tp wear their own 
dress. It is therefore an insult to' them to deprive them of 
their caps* I hope that the Inspector General has solved th'a 
difficulty as expected by the Moulvi Saheb. 

It is no pleasure to have to fight the Government in the 
jails. They might be treated as neutral ground where Iha 
animosities may be buried. Death closes many a cnnir.iwrsy. 
Imprisonment ia civil death. Is it not possible to kyi'p the 
political animosities outaide the prison walls ? Bit I know 
it is too much to expect this Government;, which liy..*, yo 
pretensions of decency, to observe the laws o£ the oven 

behind the iron b^rs. Liberty willbe ad the dearer jor the 
price that is being exacted of us. 
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As I writs those bitter lines, the voice within me asks 
whedier I am doing justice to the Government i Do I not 
know that the prisoners are having a royal time of it in the 
Agra Jail ? But the answer swiftly comes-all jails are not 
Agra Jails. Whatever is given is extorted. Whatever can 
possibly be denied is withheld, I hear Pandit Motilalji 
saying to me: ‘What is rny comfort worth if my next door 
neighbour, who does not happen to be a well-known barrister, 
does not get the creature comforts that I get f 
Sindh Prisoners 

Mr. Yirumal Bograj who is a great social reformer and 
the soul of Sukkur writes while being taken from Sindh to 
an unknown destination.* — 

“ On false evidence I have been convicted to one year’s 
simple and one year's rigorous imprisonment, both the 
sentences to ran consecutively; Mr. Bhojraj M. Ajwani and 
Mr. Wadhumal, Secretaries, to six mouths ’ rigorous 
imprisonment euuh. We offered no defence and engaged no 
pleader. We are quite clieeuul and happy. Our young 
friends are keeping up all national activities, ” 

It is the greatest revelation that workers are being 
replaced as fast as they aro arrested. It is the surest sign 
of the vitality of the movement. 

Dr. Kiehlew — No. 776 

Dr, KLchlew’s letter reproduced elsewhere will be read 
with mingled satisfaction. We can envy his gain in weight, 
Ills buoyancy, but we cannot congratulate the Bombay 
Government on the treatment of political prisoners. 

Dr. Ivjohlew rightly calls attention to the fact that when 
in the Punjab ho was charged with a more serious offence, he 
had decent treatment, whereas now when the charge is in 
reality nothing, he and his fellow prisoners are treated as 
common felons. But the interest of the correspondence will 
centre in Col. Wedgwood’s frank letter which Dr. ICichlew 
has sent hu 1 publication. ‘Gandhi-ism’ referred to by Col. 
Wedgwood is nothing but a return to truth and simplicltv. 
Truth must always be simple. And 'nothing that is simple 
and truthful admits of violence. Gandlii-ism’ is a revival of 
the old maxims which are common both to the East and the 
West. ‘Live and let live’ is what non-co-operation stands for. 
The modern motto is hideous exclusiveness based upon violence. 
Equality and Fraternity are mere lip- phrases and mutual 
intercourse is not based on mutual love but on mutual 
repulsion and consequent preparedness to do violence. It is 
however, too early yet to talk of ‘Gandlii-ism’. India has to 
stand the test and vindicate the supremacy of non-violence 
oyer violence before the ideal can be approximated. 
A'Correction 

In Young Indi-A of 2nd February I reproduced a lettor 
from Pandit Arjunlal Sethi’s son regarding Pandit Sethi's 
treatment in the gaol. I have now learnt that the son was 
misinformed and that no brandy or eggs were administered 
to Arjunlalji. He is reported also to be properly fed Jand 
clothed. Whilst correspondents have generally sent most 
accurate. accounts, too much care can never be exercised in 
transmitting news. Correspondents should always err on the 
side of under-statement. Exaggeration not only discredits us 
but it produces a contrary effect on' the opponent, whereas 
accuracy of statement brings home the guilt to the person 
accused, whether he confesses it or not. I have invariably 
found that a truthful exposure of wrong ha 3 always brought 
about some mitigation. I have found als> that exaggeration 
has generally increased its density. Truth softens even an 
untruthful person. UntrtPh can only harden him, for he is a 
stranger to truth, 


Rather Free than Sober 

Just as I am writing these notes, my assistant puts into my 
hand a cutting from the Leader containing the text of Pandit 
Gopin&th Kun zru’s letter describing in the calmest manner 
possible, what befell him and his friend when they were 
purchasing in Agra brandy from a liquor shop for outward 
application for a patient. The volunteers would not allow 
them to take the brandy inspite of all the assurances of 
bona fides given by Pandit Kunzru. This is not only not 
non-violence but is unadulterated violence. Peaceful picket- 
ing does not mean that so long as no physical violence is 
used, any kind of pressure could be exercised. The volunteers, 
if they had remained true to their pledge, would have allowed 
safe passage to Pandit Gopinath and his friend, "The 
picketed duty is merely to warn drinkers against the vice 
of drink, not molest them or otherwise prevent them if they 
will not listen. F we may force temperance upon the people 
believing it to be good for them, the English 
administrators and their Indian supporters aie 
certainly performing an analogous operation. 
They too force the present system on us well believing that 
it is good for us. If the Swaraj volunteers may, therefore, 
take such liberties as they have undoubtedly taken in 
respect of Pandit Gopinath Kunzru, they are seeking not to 
change the system but to change masters . I would rather 
have India to be free than sober if freedom has to be sold 
to buy sobriety. 

Foreign Cloth 

On the one hand instances such as the foregoing make one 
cautious about even liquor picketing. On the other, complaints 
have reached from two plaees regarding the stopping of the 
picketing of foreign cloth shops by the Working Committee. 
All suspensions are to depend upon the decision of the All- 
India Congress Committee. ’But whilst one wishes the total 
prohibition of the use of foreign cloth, if the picketing is at 
all forcible, I for one cannot possibly vote for it. The 
clearest issue before the country is whether we are to have 
non-violence in thought, word and deed or whether we are 
to have mixed activity. But I need nob speculate further, 
because the fate will be decided by the time these notes 
reach the subscribers. 

From Far off Silchar 

Here is another letter from Balm Tarun Ram Phooken 
from Silchar Jail which he this time calls Sadhana Ashram. 

41 Time has evidently come when serious choice of policies 
are to be made both by the Government and by yourself on 
behalf of the people. It would be cruel and unmanly if 
because they are armed and we are not, the Government were 
to depend simply upon force for the maintenance of law and 
order and use as much of it as they can command. On the 
other hand ii would be unfair and ruinous to drag tho people 
into mass civil disobedience if they have not clearly understood 
what ifc actually means and fully realised the dreadful 
consequences that are likely to follow. I am afraid an 
average non-co-operator is not fully aware what cruel 
means the Government -might adopt in maintaining law and 
order and how much patience, self-sacrifice, and capacity for 
suffering you expect of a civil resistsr. I say this because I 
am getting everyday more and more convinced that unless 
we are prepared to suffer without the least desire for 
retaliation, we will fail in our fight. I believe that one’s 
honesty of purpose is the only excuse for his being a non-eo- 
operator and one’s capacity for suffering is the only measure 
of his honesty. Pray bless us so that we may gladly suffer 
and yet have no hatred for those who make us suffer, for 
they are only Nimim, ” m tr r* 
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Shaking the Manes 

By M. 1y. Gandhi 

How can there be any compromise whilst the British 
Lion continues to shake hie gory elavis in our faces ? Lord 
Birkenhead reminds us that Britain has lust none ot her 
hard fibre. Mr. Montagu tells us in the plainest language that 
the British are the most dettrmioed nation in the world, 
who will brook no interference with their purpose. Let me 
quote the exact words telegraphed by fcieujer: — - 

"If the existence of our Empire were challenged, the 
discharge of responsibilities of the British Government to 
India prevented and demands were made in the very 
mistaken belief that we contemplated retreat from India- 
then India would not challenge with success the most 
determined people in the world, who would once again 
answer the challenge with all the vigour and determination 
at its command. ” 

Both Lord Birkenhead and Mr. Montagu little know 
that India is prepared for all ‘ the hard fibre ’ that can be 
transported across the seas and that her challenge was issued 
in the September of 1020 at Calcutta that India would be 
satisfied with nothing less than Swaiaj aud full redress of 
the Khilafat and the Pud jab wrongs. I his does involve 
the existence of the * Empire’, and iE the present custodians 
of the British Empire are not satisfied wiih its quiet 
transformation into a true Commonwealth of free nations, 
each with equal rights and each having the power to seetde 
at will from an honourable and friendly partnership, all the 
determination and vigour of 'the most determined people 
in the world’ and the ‘ hard fibre 1 w.ll have to be spent 

in India in a vain effort to crush the spirit that has 

risen and that will neither bend nor break. It is true 
that we have no ‘ bard fibre Tne rice-eating, puny 
millions of India seem to have resolved- upon achieving then- 
own destiny without any further tutelage and without arms. 
In the Lokamanya’s language it is their ‘birthright’, and 
they will have it in spite of the * hard fibre * and in 

spite of the vigour and determination with which it 

may be administered. India cannot and will not. an.-wer 
this insolence with insolence, but if she remains true 
to her pledge, her prayer to God to be delivered from 
such a scourge will cerainly not go in vain. No empire 
intoxicated with the red wine of power and plunder of 
weaker races has yet lived long in this world, and this 
*Br?*tsh Empire, which is based upon organised exploitation 
of' physically weaker races ot the earth and upon a 
continuous exhibit it, n of brute force, cannot live if there 
is a just God ruling the universe. Little do these so- 
called representatives of the British nation realise that 
India has already given many of her best men to be 
dealt with by the British ‘ hard fibre’. Had Obami 
Ghanra not interrupted the even course of the national 
sacrifice, there would have been still greater and more 
delectable offerings placed before the Liod, but God had 
willed it otherwise. There is nothing, however, to prevent 
all those representatives in Downing Street and Whitehall 
from doing their worst. I am aware that T have written 
strongly about the insolent threat that has come from 
ftpross the seas, but it is high time that the British 
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people were made to jeati&e that the fight that was 
commenced, in 1920 is a fight to the finish, whether it 
lasts tne month or one year or many months or many 
3 ears and whether the representatives* ot Britain re-enact 
all the indescribable orgies of the Mutiny days with 
redoubled force or whether they do not. I shall only 
hope and pray that God will give India sufficient 
humility and sufficient strength to nmain non— violent to 
the eiid. bubmissLon to the insolent chilli* nges that 
are cabled out on due occasions is now an utter 
impossibility. 

Mill Cloth 

By M. K. Gandhi 

Ifhandspun and hundwoven khaddar, whether cotton, wool 
or silk is to be the order oE the day, what is the place of 
mill cloth in the national economy, is the question often 
asked. If millions of villagers could receive, understand and 
take up’ the message of the spinning wheel to-day, I know 
that there is no room for mill cloth whether foreign or Indian 
in our domestic economy and ttat the nation will be all the 
better for its entire disappearance. 

This statemeUD has nothing to do with machinery or with 
the propaganda for boycott of foreign doth. It is purely aud 
simply a quedion ot the economic condition of the Indian 
masses. 

But unless Providence comes to the rescue and 
miiacuiously and immediately drives the mashes io the 
spinning wheel as to a hiueu ol reluge, the Indian mills must 
continue to buj . piemen t the hhaUUur man u I act lire for a few 
years to come at any rate. It is devouily to be wished that a 
success! ul opj eal could bo made to the great null- 
owners to itgaid the mill industry as a national 
trust and that they should realise its pioper 
place, 'i he mi downers cannot wish io make money at 
the expense ot the masses. They should on the eoutrary 
model their business in keeping with the national requirements 
and wipe out the rt preach that was justly levelled against 
them during the Bengal Par.uiou agitation. Even now 
complamLs cum in ue to c« me from Calcuita and elsewhere 
time Indian mills are charging for ilieir dhoti en more 
lhau Manchester although their dhoties are inferior to 
the Manchester. If tho information is correct it is 
highly unpatriotic and Mich a policy of grafi is likely to 
damage both the cause and the country. At the moment when 
the country is going through the travail of a new birth, 
surely it is wicked to charge inordinate prices and thus 
not merely to staud aloof from the popular movement 
but actually to be calloutdy indifferent to it. 

The millowners might also, if they will take a 
larger view of the situation, understand, appreciate and 
foster the IchaddUr nuov< merit and study the wants of 
the people aud suit their manufactures to the new needs 
of the country. 

But whether they do so or not, *he country’s march to 
fret-doin cannot b** made to depend upon any corporation or 
groups of men. This- is a mass manifestation. The masses are 
moviDg rapidly towards deliverance and they must move 
whether with the aid of the organised capital or without. 
This must therefore be a movement independent of capital and 
y«*t not antagonistic to it Only, if capital canoe to the aid of 
the masbee, it tir>uld ndmitd to the credit of the capitalists 
and hasten the advent of the happy day. 

Nor was it otherwise before. India's history is not ore of 
strained relations between capital and labour. The conception 
pffour divisions is as religious as it is economic and political. 
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.And the condition has not been affected For the worse by the 
admixture of Islamic culture *hich is essentially religious 
and therefore beneficial to the poor. Islam seems to forbid the 
hoarding of capital as it literally forbids usury. 

And even at the present moment it is not possible to say 
that capital is standing out* It wa« the modest capitalist who 
subscribed so liberally to the Tilak Swaraj fund. Bat irhas to 
be admitted with pain that the bulk of the millowners 
unfortunately stood out. Manufacture of pieeegoods is the 
largest industry in the country. It is time for it to make its 
choice. Will it make it or will it drift ? 

In Cdd~BIood 

III Bengal 

In Bengal the Official Enquiry Committee over the 
Eatally disturbances are still receiving iilamiaating evidence 
to prove how the authorities left the people entirely at the 

mercy of European Sergeants and Civil Guard h oligans on 
that occasion. 

‘‘ Wajid Khan, Head Constable of Police, Entally 
Police Station, examined, said that six constables came 
to witness at Mowlali where ho went to make purchases 
and told him that there was a gn m-'l at Ismail Street by 
• Saheblog who had become drunk. Witness subsequently 
saw two men brought in a phaeton by a man who told 
witness that they had been khot by a Saheb. Another man 
told witness that there was indiscriminate shooting and 
invited him to come sharp. Witness at once proceeded and 
at the crossing of Ismail Stieet and Gope Bane he saw fifty 
men standing shouting that the one-eyed Saheb had 
been firing shots. Constable ' Hridaynaud Pande 
got up on the wall of premises Ho. 25 and told witness 
*thafc a gun was being pointed towards him from the terrace 
of Ho. 24. Witness saw Edgar, son of Mr Throes, who had a 
gun in his hand and Mr. Reed who had a revolver with him. 
The ‘Sergeants subsequently came to the Mftida*». They 
were joined by half a dozen Angft/-Itidrans who came out 
of Mr. Rped’s house. - The Sergeants began fcn disperse the 
crowd. While the latter were dispersing, the Anglo-Indians 
began to strike them with dand^s and vtngit^s. About haP 
ftn hour after a dead body was brought in a second class 
phaeton to Ismail Street, The body was removed to the 
hospital. Six other wounded men were also taken to hospital 
in a motor lorry/ 7 

The People’s .Protection Society have taken 
up the investigation of the ca*e of assault on a Bengali 
lady near Mr. 0. R. Das’s house after the dispersal by the 
police of a public meeting held there and are gathering all 
possible evidence on the matter. The lady’s own evidence has 
been already published and seems to point that Mr, Kidd 
(the police offijer) was her assailant She said that on finding 
florae ladies at the meeting she also went there and took her 
neat with the ladies. The police did not surround the meeting 
at first, but as soon as the Gora Sahib ” arrived he began 
to drive away the people. The Sahib had something like a 
batojainJiis hand. She saw the Sahib just behind . her 
,w|ien she received a blow on the bead. She fell down and did 
,Hot turn back t<? see, who had struck her. .There was nobody 
between her and the Sahib. 

On , February , Isfc t a batch of 64 volunteers was 
.released f r roip the Presidency Jail in Calcutta. On their 
way hack a police sergeant came upon them and began 
to b^afc them with a baton. This happened near the whop 
.pf Messrs, Whitesway Laidlaw and Co. An Anglo-Indian 
|oiped /the T ^rgeant in f heating the ygiqjitOT*. The 
V r «fc* ut **m jjj?P9, Jkm who I«1L 


some of whom were injured. On the same day when a 
meeting assembled at College Square in Calcutta, the 
police first arrested the volunteers who organised it, but 
as soon as a lady speaker r-»se up to address the meeting, 
the sergeants began to belabour the people with lathis. 
While trying to protect a young boy from the assault of a 
sergeant, Mrs. Marmudar received a blow from a lathi on 
her left wrist which has seriously injured her left arm. 

Another heroic exploit of Mr. Kidd ( Assistant 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta ) has been reported in 
the Calcutta papers. Some 27 ladies accompmied by 
about a hundred volunteers started from the Hari Kama 
Mandir and went in a procession through Rassa Road, 
Puddapaker Road, Chakrabere Road, Ray street and Elgin 
Road, At Elgin Road, “ the procession came across 
Inspector Babu Hem L*ahiri and another police officer who 
followed it. A little later, they were reinforced by a large 
police force who came marching onward, divided the party, 
separating the ladies from the men and' arrested all the 
male volunteers. The ladies then proceeded via Shambhoo 
Hath Pandit's street surrounded on all sides by the police 
who formed a ring round them. They were allowed to 
march without any molestation through Harish Mukherjee 
Road, and Hazra Road. But when the procession neared 
the bridge, Mr. Kidd with a number of European sergeants 
arrived. Mr, Kidd issued an order and the police closed 
up their ranks, stopped the ladies from proceeding 

any further. A large crowd assembled on the spot. 
The sergeants begnn belabouring the crowd indiscrimi- 
nately and chasing and hitting the passers-by also. They 
assaulted even the people who had out of fear taken shelter 
in oeighb Hiring houses. Meanwhile, the ladies abktd Mr, 
Liahiri to allow them to proceed on their way. But. Mr. 
Lahiri told them that Mr. Kidd had ordered that they 
were non *o be allowed to proceed any further. On 
being asked if they were under arrest, Mr. Lahiri told 
them that they were not. About this time Mr. Kidd 

himself came near the ladies and started pushing Indian 
constables towards the ladies with the result that the 

police fell r»n the ladies some of whom, in their turn, 

fell on the road. Aft«r this, the ladies again made an 
attempt to proceed on their way, but they were not 

allowed and were told that they were under arrest. Mr, 
Kidd himself came up to Hr*. Mazmndar and took hold 
of her wounded arm. Oa • this she collided ajrainst the 
other ladies and fell to the ground bringing 

down some of them with her. Thereafter, the ladle* were 
put in a lorry and were driven through th« Outram 
Road. Here the ladies were told that the lorry was out 
of order and, they were requested to get into 
motor cars.” 

It will be remembered that the ladies were under arrest, 
but the officers instead of taking them direct to the -Police 
Station, directed the drivers to go to a different direction. In 
the meantime they disappeared. The arrqsted. ladie^Jhen 
reported themselves to the Thana where the officer in charge 
Mr, Bard told them that they were not wanted, paid for the 

Uries and sent them all home. Of the persona wounded on 

this occasion the following have beda se far traced: 

“ (I), Baku Narendra Hath Ghose, Teacher Kaligbat H, E. 
School, got >a r hi wound on his head, bleeding profusely. He 
was taken to Dr, 8. N. Chowdhury whp attended him, 

(2) A cooly was struck so severely on 4h*, head £hat 
h*4 to be rumored «£ft$tfaji 

mm to bs t seiAs> iu», 
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(3) Sjt Lalit Mohon Das, eon of Dr. N. N. Das was 
struck on the head; the injury i« serioas. 

(4) Bam Charaa, 122, Monoharpukur Ro*d, swelling 
on left arm. 

(5) Dwarka Halui of Chettla Hat, baton wound on the 
right parietal bone. 

(6) Birendra Nath Bhafctaoharjee, 33 Chaulpati Road, 
Dmrendra Kumar Baaerji of 17—2 -1 dhahaagar and a cook 
of Mr. P. N. Das, 118, Kalighat Rond were chabed into the 
house of Ivhetra Babu and beaten there. ! he last 5 persons 
were examined by Dr. J. N. Gupta ” 

The assault on Principal Maitra of Calcutta by a 
British soldier on 10th December last drew an apology from 
the Governor of Bengal, but Sir Henry Wheeler, an 
Executive Councillor aad a staunch champion of the traditions 
of the Civil Service, qualified that apology by a remat k in 
the Council that although the incident was much to be 
deplored, the Principal’s action might also be construed as 
obstructing a soldier in the discharge of his duties even 
according to the canons prevalent among the London 
police, The Principal challenged Sir Henry’s statement and 
the correspondence that passed between them ended 
abruptly by Sir Henry’s sending merely a formal acknowledg- 
ment to the reasoned refutation by the Principal of tho 
former’s halting justification based on facts derived 
second-hand. Principal Maitra describes the incident of 
the assault thus: — 

“ A number of peoplo who were standing quietly on the 
footpath near the Kristodas Pal status at the crossing of 
Harrison Road and CoMege street, a place where large crowds 
are often to be seen, were being pursued by soldiers gun in 
hand. There was no obstruction of traffic. I felt it to be my 
duty as a citizen to ask what was the offence 
committed by the men who were thus 
pursued. - The reply I received was the 
assault • on me by an officer. To interpret this as 
“obstructing the military in the discharge of thvir duties ” 
is, X am constrained to say in self-defence, to find an offence 
where none was committed and to shield the guilty person ” 
What answer did Sir Henry give ? He accused the 
Principal Maitra of being under the unfortunate 
misapprehension that people “were being pursued by soldiers, 
gun in baud. ” On the contrary, according to Sir Heury, 
although he was not present on the oecasstm “the piquet on 
duty were acting under orders in clearing back 
the crowd ia mrder to establish a military post 
qu“ the other side of the street.” Therefore, he contends, 
it was strictly accurate to say that the Principal’s 
conduct in questioning their action on the spot would have 
been interpreted in London as obstructing the military in the 
discharge pf their duties. There was no enquiring into 
the matter, H*d there been one, Principal Maitra could 
haveshown in what manner the operation of “clearing back 
the crowd” w,ae carried out. He even said, “Admitting for 
argument's sake that I had interfered with the military ia 
the discharge of. their duties, tho officer would have been 
entirely*^ within his rights in taking down, my name or evetj 
arresting mb ; and a prosecution would have given me an 
opportunity pf defending my action in public. He had no 
right to commit an assault.” But the Principal evidently 
forgofHhat raa country* like this it is easy for the authorities 
to aguprefcn assault x>n an Indian, however high-placed he 
may be. 

A non-official Enquiry Committee have collected evidence, 
which -wjll be published shortly, on the shooting incident 
bftbe But- in perafeuaj,. flung.!, 


which as we reported resulted in some 4 or 5 deaths and 
several person-t being wounded As there is no town near 
the place of occurence, the District Congress Committee 
have ornauiiied a m liical mission under competent doctors 
and propose to erect a tern j ora ry -hospital there, for which 
they hive appealed for public help. The exact number of 
the wounded h »a not yet bean ascertained an 1 it 's believed that 
unless such a iospital is established, many people will die for 
wont of medical attendance. The head of the misbion, Dr, 
A. G. Cnakrawarty, M. B. said in h ! s deposition before the 
Enquiry Committee that ou the very first day of his arrival a 
dead body was brought to him which showed a gaping bayonet 
wound. There was no mark of bullet wound in the body. The 
Doctor twice in ipeoted the place where the shooting took 
place. On the first occasion he found the ground at several 
places drenched with blooi which had coagulated. Bat on his 
second visit he observed that there we**a signs of wiping off 
blood with water and of burning of clots of blood. This, 
however, as the Doctor says, could nut hide the hideousness 
of ibis official crime as the marks were too many and too 
ghastly to be so easily wiped out in that fashion. 

In Assam 

In Assam the political prisoners are reported to have 
been engaged even in pulling carts heavily loaded with fuel 
etc. through the public roads, csomo have also been given 
the work of pressing oil and others the laborious work of 
husking rice with dhenki . Even children are not immune 
from the wrath of the authorities there. On the arrest 
of Mr. Mohan Chandra Gohani of Dibrugarh Congress 
Committee on 25th January last, some 16 boys between 
the ages of 8 and 9 went to see him at the police station. 
The police arrested them all and locked up eight, the rest 
being treated with blows, slaps and abuses. 

This sort of heroism was repeated also at Sibsagar, 
another town of Assam by Mr C S. Gunning 1/ C. S., 
the Sub- Divisional officer of the place on the 30th 
of January * last on the occasion of tho arrest 
of a Ooa'r<’si worker, Mr. Benudhar Sharina, who was 
arrested at his native village. Mr. Sharma’s co-villagers 
and others numbering in all about GOO persons followed him 
in a procession as he w-is conveyed to the town. When the 
news of their approach reached him, Mr. Gunning with 
twenty-four armed Gurkhas hurried to protect the town from 
this invasion of ua irtuad mea capable of doing, perhaps, no. 
m >re mischief than ahonting Jais, He fell upon the 
procession as soon as he met it, pushing, assaulting and 
wounding tho people without any discrimination with lathis 
and butt-ends of rifles. The head of one volunteer was 
broken. Some yo mg boys who had taken shelter in a 
private residence were pursued even there. After fchas 
dispersing the procession. &£r. Gunning led his victorious 
baud of tr > >ps to the office of the Congress Committee, 
drove out the in manes thereof, and arrested the President 
of the Committee, Mr. Laxmikanta Baruah, B. A. Mr. 
Baruak’s white oap was f »roibly snatched away. Violent 
hands were laid on him. He was pushed and forcibly 
paraded with the Gurkhas who took hina to the Jail. Tfye 
S. D. 0. then proceeded, perhaps, to root out all tyace of 
the Congress from his jurisdiction. Hanot merely seized 
all the papers of the office, but allowed or instigated- the 
Gurkhas to violently pull down the bungalow in which the 
office was located, although it was the property .of a local 
contractor and was occupied by the Congress- merely' on lease. 

At Jorhat, * on the 20th January last, a volunteer, was 
quietly sitting near the opium shop in the Municipal Bazar 
. wlresc - Head -Oon stable- & risk rare w-gww him..' • Hfe, drtrd' cnftfr 
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caught hold of the throat of t lie y »uti< mau and thrashed 
him agaia and again to the ground tiLL lie became senseless. Tne 
tea-planters near J orb at have been invested with the powers 
of the police to arrest and detain persons. Ev^n the tea- 
coolies in some of ihe gardens have been in-uxicated with the 
taste of power which the symuoi ot a piece of red-cloth, the 
insignia of British authority and British might, in India 
brings to one, as they have been enlisted as special constables. 
The result is that the right of the people to assemble m their 
weekly or bi-weekly hats for marketing purposes is being 
whimsically controlled and violated by the planters. One 
such hkt was looted by the red-mrbnntd coolies s f yled special 
constables. At N’aharani in G ilaghat, the people having 
decided to hold their k>ib outside the Z'»n*» of influence of the 
pLaatfliions, it was proclaimed illegal and forcibly dispersed 
when, it is reported, two volunteers were so brutally assaulted 
that their condition is said to be precarious. 

E'en religions performances are obstructed there. 
£? ci m is a traditionary way of devotional worship, when 
the oeiple givj offering in the name of G id and sing songs 
in Has praise. On 23rd January the villagers of Nakaohari 
hell such a Nj.m&trbaib ceremony, when the D. S, P. wirh 
a posse of constables and Gurkhas ordered them to disperse. 
The people heeded not this unlawful intervention, but the 
police cut down the posts of the panda! where the ce. emony 
was being held and set fire to it. The people saved themselves 
by quickly leaving the flaming pandaL The offierings were 
burnt to ashes, 
la United Provinces 

The following two diaries of incident* in two districts in 
U. P., viz. tho districts of Etah »ul Bihti, will give the 
reader some idea of things that, have happened throughout 
U. P. during the last month and a half. We print them in 
order to show to what tfst of patience and endurance the 
people were put and how even th^ir lawful aciimies were 
attempted to bo smothered by official lawlessness and 
violence: — 

District Ba«ti 

February 5th.-A. meeting held at Khalilabad in 
emtravention of order under section 144; thirty arrests made,' 
but all released. night sev t *n meu were called out of their 
hoUcsea and sent to Basti Jail. 

February 6th — 4. procession came out and a meeting was 
held. Furty-tive arrests were made, of whom thirty were 
released. 

February 7th — Another meeting held and seven 
arrests made. 

February 9th — The District Magistrate arrived with 
mounted and armed police and posted them at every corner 
of the town. Every in-coming volunteer from outside villages 
was stopped and forced to go back. Police raided Congress 
and Swadeshi offices and bioke open doors and threatened 
to shoot two volunteers on guard. Fifty volunteers 
and workers were arreBted and severely beaten. All people 
clothed in khadi and white caps without any exception were 
beaten and arrested. Some of them were, however, released 
the rest being taken to places yet unknown. Police afcro'citie$ 
continue. The Congress office is under guard. Traffic is 
stopped. "Volunteers are subjected to ill-treatment and 
humiliation. 

February 10th— TehsiT and District Congress Committees 
were searched bat nothing except volunteers’ pledge forms 
were found. 

District Etah 

11th December, 1921-Sjt, Raj Bahadur, M. A. L. L. B, 
President; p. C. 0. who had renounced the titles of 
Ptei Sabcb and M, B. E. and a Government Jagir together 
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with several other sanada and medals, and had suspended his 
lucrative practice in March 1921, was arrested. Along with 
him was arrested ■"'jt. Baboo Ram Verma, an ex- Vakil and 
Secre ary of the D. Q. C. 

12* h December~Sj' . Raj Bahadur sentenced to six months’ 
and *Sjt. Baboo R. tin V f-rma to one year’s simple imprisonment, 

loth December — The Secietary town C. C. of Ka ganj 
and the Secretary of the Congress Committee at Mara lira 
arrested at Allahabad while attending a meeting of the 
Provincial Congress Committee and sentenced to IB months’ 
R. 1. each. 

14ih December — -The town of Etah, Ivasganj and 
Mali ah ra are proclaimed and the captain of the volunteer 
organisation arrested and sentenced to one year’s ft. I. 

2nd January — Volunteers while patrolling the streets 
of E ah suddenly overtaken by a police force under 
the S. P. and some Sab- Inspectors, the officers being 
armed with revolvers. Uuitorms, hadges and flags were 
seized from the volunteers. One volunteer, Nur Mahomed 
by name, openly flogged by the S. P, resulting in one 
wound and several scratches on his body. 

7th January — The Superintendent of Police forcibly 
dispei sed a public meeting, assaulting and flogging the 
people when they cried “Jaits” while dispersing. 

llt,h January — The Kew President and the new Secretary 
of the Congress Committee arrested and sentenced to 
six months aod one rear’s simple each, also a fine of 
Rs. JO each, which a having not been paid some of their 
property was attached. 

12sh and 13 th January — The S. P. beat volunteers 
while they were picketing liquor-shops at Kasganj. Two 
volunteers received wounds and one had a tooth broken 
with the butt-end of S. P.’s pistol. 

14'‘h— 20th Januaiy — Four prominent Congress and 
Khibrat workers aneslcd at Kasganj, On the 16th and 
17th volunteers were beaten at Jaleswar. Pt. Sri Ram 
Sharma, Secretary Jaleswar 0. 0. received a deep cut on 
the head being struck by the S. P ’s pistol. The Collector 
himself is reported to have taken part in this assault* 

21st January — The four prominent workers of Kaeganj 
mentioned above sentenced to different terms of R. I. 
and subjected to hard labour. 

In Agra there is no notice prohibiting processions etc, yet 
the District Magistrate wiih three other European officers 
created a sensation in the city by forcibly dispersing a 
procession of Khilafat volunteers on the llih instant and 
assaulting people in the bazaar. The volunteers, it is reported, 
were beseiged in a narrow lane,^and had not the Khilafat 
Secretary promptly ordered their dispersal, there would perhaps 
have been a carnage equal to, if not heavier than, that of 
Jail ian walla, as it is said an order to open fire was given. In 
the bazaar, Mr, Adams an officer of the Crown, along with 
other fellow police officer* were seen freely using their whips 
and sticks. Even old and respectable men like gjt. Chand 
Mai, B, A, L. L* B, president of the District Congress 
Committee and Babu Peary Lai Bhargava, Agent Bhargava 
Commercial Bank Agra, were not spared. The latter bad to 
return homo with a broken head. Mr. Chandmal asked Mr. 
Adams not to beat Md. Ismail who was helping to disperse 
the people. But this was enough to bring on his arrest along 
with Md. Ismail, Sjt. Raghbir Dayal Kapoor a member of 
the Congress Executive Committee was beaten in a like 
manner. Another member of the Execative 
Committee B. Baowari Lai was arrested while distributing 
handbills near the Kotwari exhorting the people fo tffe&rvfc 
hartal on the 13th, tho day of the Priflcc’B YisiV 
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would the hartal be automatically stopped. But very goon the 
Government came to learn that repression when practised 
against national awakening is no fatal thing for a nation hut 
instead breathes new life into it. Either was the hartal 
stopped, nor did the Khilafat and the Congress Committees 
become moribund, nor was the work of the volunteers stopped 
even f<r a single day.,.. 

u According to my belief il is mv 
dtlt,y to speak out at the present moment and I cannot 
fall short of the full performance of my doty, just 
becanse it might be construed into a crini** ...Most certainly 
I have stated that the present Government is rppres>ue. 
If I do not say this, what else am I to say ? I fail to 
understand why it should be expected of me that I 
should call things by any but their right names. 1 refuse 
abtolutely to call black white.... I have certainly been 
asserting that only two paths are open to us in this mailer 
of our duty. The GovornniPE t has to refrain from all ♦bis 
iniquity and deprivation of liberty; or if it caDnofc bring iiself 
to do so, it has to be wiped off ... I believe in the evils 
of the present Government most assuredly. I could not at 
the same time pray that it may not mend its ways and yet be 
long lived,... 

“ Kow, what is the reason that such is the firm belief of 
myself and of millions of my countrymen ? The reasons for 
this have now become so patent to common knowledge that 
in the’ words of Milton, * Next to the Sun itself they arc about 
the clearest and most manifest facts in existence. About 
such universal facts all that I can say is-don’t deny them ’ 
I will only add that this faith of mine exists because I am an 
Indian, because I am a Muslim and first and last because 1 
am a man. 

“ I fc i 0 nay belief that liberty is the natural and God given 
right of maD. 2$fo man and no bureaucracy consisting of men 
has got the right to make the servants of G< d iis own slaves. 
However attractive be the enphindsms invented for 
‘subjugation’ and ‘slavery’, e* ill slavery is slavery and it is 
opposed to the will and to the canons of God, I therefoie 
do not consider the bureaucracy of India to be a legitimate 
sovereign and I consider it a bounden duty to liberate irv 
country from its yoke. Tbe notorious fallacies of * Reform ’ 
and ‘ gradual transference of powers ’ can produce no illusions 
and pitfalls in my unequivocal and definite faith. Liberty 
being the primary right of man, it is nobody' V personal privilege 
to prescribe limits or apportion shares in '.he distribution of 
it. To say that a nation should get its liberty in graduated 
stages is the same as saying that an owner should by right 
receive his property onl) in bus a,od a creditor his dues by 
instalments Whatever philanthropic acts might be per- 

formed by a man who has ustrped our property, his usurpa- 
tion would still continue to be utterly illegal, 

“ Evil cannot bo classified into good and bad. All that 
is in fairness possible k to fix its gradations with respect to 
quality. For instance wc can say very heinous robbery and 
less heinous robbery, but who can speak oE good robbery 
and bad robbery ? I cannot, therefore, at all conceive of any 
justification for such domination because by its very nature 
it is*aa' act of iniquity.,.. 

“Such is my duty as a man and as aa Indian 
and* religious injunctions have also taught me the 
flfame lesson. In fact in my view the greatest proof of the 
truth of my religion is tnat it is another name for the 
teaching of the rights of man. I am a Mahomedan and by 
firTOe t il beiffg'* Mahoiaedao tbi* bag JfctaHpn 


duty. Islam n^ver accepts as valid a sovereignty which is 
personal or is constituted of a bureaucracy of a handful of 
paid t.v entire. If lam constitnus a piihctrd system of 
freedom and d^mcFciacy. Il has been <-ent down to get back 
for tbe human race the lit erty which has been snalchfd away 
from it. Monarchy foreign dominations, Eelfifh religious 
pontiffs and powerful sections had alike misappropriated 
this liberty of man. They had been fondly nursing 
the befit f that power and possest-ion spell the highest 
right. Tbe moment Islam appeared, it proclaimed that 
the highest light is not might hot right itself. No one 
except G< d has got. the right to make serfs and slaves of 
God’s creatmeR. All men ate equal and their fundamental 
rights are < n a He only is gi eater than others, Whcee 

deeds arc the most righteous of all. .. 

“ 8 he sovereignty of the Prophet of 14am and 
of the Ehalif was a perSected conception of 
democratic equality and it only could take shape with 
the w hole nation’s free will, unity, sufferage and election. 
TIhb is the reason why the sovereign or pi e&ident of a republic 
is like a designated Klialif ; Khilafat literally means nothing 
more nor lees than a represent a tion;so that all the authority a 
Kbalif possesses consists in his representative character and 
he possesses no domination beyond this representative 
authority. 

“If then Islam defines it as a duty of Mahomedans to 
refuse to acknowledge the moral justification even of an 
Ismaiic Government, it full play is not granted in it 
to tbe will and franchise of the nation, it is perfectly 
supeiftuons to add what under Islam would 
be the ruling given about a foreign bureaucracy^ If ’ to-day 
there was to be estahlibhed in India an Islamic Government 
but if tbe system of that Government was based upon pe^onal 
monarchy or upon bureaucratic oligarchy, then to protest 
against the existence of such a Government would still be my 
primary duly as a Mahomedan. 1 would still call the 
Government oppressive and demand its replacement. 

“I frankly confess that *his original conception of Islamic 
sovereignty could noL be uniformly maintained in its primal 
purity on account of the selfishness and personal domineering 
of the In ‘ < r Mahomedan soveieigns. The mighty magnificence' 
of the Emperors of ancient Rome and of the bhahs of Persia 
had attracted the Mahomedan sovereigns powerfully to the 
dubious glory of great monarchical empires. They began to 
prefer the majestic figures of a Kaiser or a Ivhosroe to the 
simple dignity of the original Khalit’s clad oftentimes 
in old tattered cloaks. No period of the dynastic 
sovereignties of Islam has however failed to produce 
soa.e tiue Muslim nulrtjrs who have made public 
dtcla rations of tbe tyrannies and transgressions' of such 
monarchies and Tiad joyfully and triumphantly suffered all 
miseries and hardships which inevitably confronted them in the 
thorny paths of duty. 

“ The holy prophet of Islam haB preached the 
following doctrine to tb« Muslims; * That man is -blessed 
with the best of deaths who proclaims*the truth in the face of 
a tyrannical administration and is slaughtered in .punishment 
of this deed. ’ The Scripture of Islam, the holy Qnran'dtefines 
the greatest attiibute of the true Muslim to be ‘ that they 
fear not any being except God and whatever they consider to 
be the truth, they reck not any authority in the ptibfic* 
proclamation of such ti uth. * The Quran further’ defines tbe 
national clmract eristics of the Muslima as follows; 4 They- are 
tbs YriVMiftfrtv tjiutb 'to God’^tatth.’ 'As long 
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they continue to be Muslima they cannot desist from giving 
this public evidence. In fact it has designated Muslims as 
witnesses i. e. givers of the evidence of truth. When 
the prophet of Islam extracted a promise of 

righteousness front any person one of the clauses 

of such a bond used feo be, ‘ I will always 
proclaim the truth in whatever conditon- and whereever 
I may happen to be. ’ 

“ An outstanding object lesson in speaking 
the truth which their national history presents 
to the Muslims is to be found in the order of an 
autocractic monarch by which each organ of a victim’s 
body was cut off. The charge against the victim was that 
he had. proclaimed the inequity of the tyrant. Firm as a 
rock he stood and took -his punishment in all its heinous 
stages, but his tongue right ou to the moment when it 
was severed went on proclaiming that that. autocrat was a 
tyrant. This is an incident of the reign of the Emperor Abdul 
Malik whose dom in extended from Syria to Sind. Can any one 
then attach any weight to a sentence under Section 
124 as compared to this terrible penalty ? I concede 
that it is the moral decadence of Muslims and their 
renouncing th“ real Islamic life that is responsible for 
the bringing about of this fallen state. 

“While I am penning these li es I know there is 
still living in India many a Mw-lim who through hia 
weakness pays b< mage to this very tyranny. But 
the failure of man to act up to the spirit of 
certain tenets cannot belie the intrinsic truth of those 
principles. 

“ The tenets of Islam are preserved in its scriptures. 
These, under no circumstances, make it permissible 
for Muslima to enjoy life at the expense of 
liberty, A true Muslim has either to immolate 
himself or to retain his liberty, no other course is 
open for him under hia religion. To-day the Muslims have 
come to a firm decision that in freeing their country from 
its slavery they will take their Fullest Rhare along with their 
Hindu, Sikh, Parsi and Ohristain brethren... It is now their 
belief that to expect any justice from the British Government 
would be nothing but pure self-deception, so that if 
they really aspire to obtain justice there is only one single 
avenue leading to it, which is the attainment of Swaraj — 
meaning the Government of India for India and by the 
Indians themselves. In short, on these points my admissions 
have ever been absolutely clear and unequivocal. 

“ The present Government is a most illegitimate 
form of bureaucracy. It is ojeoly spurning the 
wishes and aspirations of millions of humanity. 
It has always given the preference over justice 
to prestige. ...Hoes tyranny acquire a right to be given 
a different nane simply because it happens to 
be powerful and to possess jails ? 

“ In the words of the good and truthful 
national hero of Italy, Joseph Mazzini, I 
repeat ‘we connot po c sibly deny your evil doings juet because 
temporal power happens to be in your possession for a time/.,. 

“Continuously in the last twelve years I have been training 
my community and my country in demanding their rights and 
thdlr liberty. 1 was only 18 years old when I first started 
Speaking and writing on this theme, I have consecrated my 
whole being to it and sacrificed the best part of my life, 
ipeapingth* whole of my youth In my -infatuation for this 


ideal. For four years 3 Lave suffered internment but during 
my internment even, I have never desisted from pushing on my 
work and inviting people to this national goal. This is the 
perennial mission of my life and if I live at all I elect to live 
only tor this single purpose. Even as the Quran says, ‘ My 
prayers and my observances and my life and ray death are 
all for aiy Lord, the God of the Universe I am the first 
pioneer in this latest phase of that Islamic movement in 
India which has created a tremendous revolution in the 
political world of the Indian Muslims and has gradually 
elevated them to that pinnacle of national 
consciousness on which they are seen to-day. In 2 912 I 
started an Urdu journal, the Al-Ffilal t which was the 
organ of this movement and the object of the publication of 
which was mainly what I ha\ e declai ed above. It is an actual 
fact that within the three years it had created a new atmos- 
phere in the religious and the political life of Mohammedans 
of India 

“In this war of liberty and justice, I have 
adopted the path of non* violent non-cooperation. Opposed to 
us stands an authority armed with the complete equipment 
for oppression, excess and bloodshed. But we place our 
reliance and trust, next to God, only upon our own limitless 
power of sacrifice and unsbakeable fortitude. 

“Uulike Mahatma Gandhi my belief is not 
that armed force should never be opposed by 
armed force. It is my belief that such opposing 
of violence with violence is fully in h&miony with the natural 
laws of God in thotft circumstances under which Islam 
permits the use of such violence. But at the same time for 
purposes of libera'ion of India and the present agitation, I 
entirely agre* with all the arguments of M ahatma Gandhi and 
t have complete confidence in his honesty. It is my definite 
conviction that [udia cannot attain success by means of aims 
nor is it advisable for it to adopt that course. India can only 
triumph through non-violent auriiation and India’s triumph 
will be a memorable example of the victory of moral force • 
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“This in the leaser* wby I have always preached to the masses 
peaceful agitation and have invariably prescribed it as the 
first postulate of success. This would appear distinctly 
from these speeches also. I am one of the handful of 
Muslim leaders wh^ can honestly claim that if it was not foi 
the determined and effective control that they have exercised 
in keeping the Muslim j ublie within the bounds of non-co- 
operation, there is no knowing where the excitement of the 
mobs, under the reef at trying provocations, may net have led 
them and what, grave rimatinns may not have taken fhepe 
with respect to the Khilaiat problem.... 

14 What I have staled in ihe beginning I will repeat in 
conclusion, that what the Government is doing with us to-day 
is no extraordinary procedure for which it can be particulaily 
blam cable. It is second nature to every usurping authority to 
put np a determined opposition sr-d repression, to suppress 
national awakening and we know that human 
nature cannot be altered to suit cur own end. This natural 
failing finds expression equally in individuals and communities. 
How many people ere theic in this World who would give 
back any article which they had already got in their 
possession for the m<Te reason that they aic not legitiiuaiely 
entitled to it ? How tlnn can we mure a fond hope of such 
voluntary surrender with respect to a whole continent ? Power 
also is not normally prone to e,omi t Facts just because they 
are logical and proved, Asa matter of fact it waits for the 
emergence of a couni, erstreDgth and when this does present 
itself, it bows its head down before the most improper 
demand. Patience, therefore, and a tug of war of strength arc 
unavoidable. 

“This position is one which should be accepted as a 
normal and everyday occurence without surprise and without 
demur. I will even go the length of admitting that the 
present repression is certainly not too drastic us compared to 
the worst instances of inhuman oppressions and terrible 
perseciiiiond which history presents to us. f am not quite 
cerium w hell m this is due to immaturity of the 
national sense of sacrifice or to the imperfect development 
off ihe present system of repression. The future alone will 
decide this. Just as the beginning of such political tug of 
war has uniformly been on a more or less similar lines, even 
so its end has been the t-aiue in the history of all nations. I 
know that if our spirit of liberty and justice proves by actual 
demon st, ration to be real and unconquerable, this very 
Government which is to-day putting us into the dock, will 
be obliged to give us a right royal reception as triumphant 
patriots 

4 ‘ Before I conclude my statement, I want to say a 
few words about those countrymen of mine who are working 
against me in this prosecution. Previously I have stated 
somewhere that ihe work of the 0* I. X). is a combination 
of ignorance and trickery. This I have said from the personal 
experience that 1 have gained from countless prosecutions. 
All the, same, however, l admit that all the 0. I. ]). people 
who have given evidence against me have rmt deli bera rely 
made any tog statements, barring perhaps the confidence 
which they bine expressed in their own' work, ... 1 believe that 
the confidence which they have expressed on the results ot 
their own wuikand the motives widen have dictated their actions 
are certainly sinful. But at, the &rme time X alsoiniow their 
weakness. They,, me only doing this lor the sake of the 
appointments which bring them a few rupees and their 
only crime is that they do not possess the moral courage 
tc^give preference to tnuh over everything else. In my 
heart, therefore, lingers no rancour or accusation, 


Maultina Abul Katana Azad 

Beirut Alml K dam Azvi sends me the following 
telegraphic message by letter post: 

“.Judgment, has been delivered to-day in the case against 
my husband Manhtna Ahtil Kalam Azad. He has been 
Renter; t*ed to only cue year rigorous imprisonment. This is 
asl onndingly less than what I was waiting for. If 
conviction and imprisonment be the reward of national 
service, you will admit th«t great injustice has been done to 
him in the inadequacy of the sentence. It does not even 
approximate to the minimum of ms deserts L mako bold to 
intorm you that 1 offer my humble services to ML up the gap 
caused by Ins absence in the rank of national workers in 
Bengal. All those activities which he performed wilf* still 
continue to be carried on normally. This is a heavy burden 
for my shoulders, bat I have fullest faith in God’s help. 
Undoubtedly the void created by his absence is not merely in 
work in Bengal but also in slL- India activities. It is, however, 
beyond my fragile frame to endeavour to make up for the 
bigger void. Before this, during his last four years’ internment, 

I have gone through a first test, and I am confident that 
in this my second trial, 1 will with Gt d’s grace come off 
triumphant. For the last six years my health has been very 
broken down and mental exertion has become a positive 
torture. That was why the Mauluna hitherto insisted on my 
not taking and active part in lifts activities and patriotic 
Btriviugs. I had, however, all along determined to consecrate 
my whole being completely and unreservedly to national 
duties after bis conviction. From to-day I will discharge all 
the duties connected with the Bengal Provincial KhiJafat 
Committees with the assisteuee of my bi other. My husband 
ha3 asked me to convey to you his ioving and reverent 
greetings and the following message: “At the present juncture 
both the sides — the Government and- the country— axe wholly 
unprepared for any compromise. The only duty before us is to 
prepare ourselves. Bengal will, in ihe next, stage, also retain the 
lead which it has established today. Kindly add iho Dame of 
Bengal to that of ll.irdoli Calnka. And if anytime comes fora 
sertb’inenfc, do please not give t,o our release the importance which 
is unfortunately being attached to it to-day. Have the terms of 
settlement fixed with the single end in view of our national 
aspirations, unconcerned with the question of oar release”. 

I have not yet received the telegram although the letter 
of advice tells me that it was sent both to Ahmedabnd and 
Bardoli. I am able to give the telegram to the public only 
because the Secretary of the Bengal Provincial Khilafat 
Committee has very kindly Rent me a copy by letter-post at 
the instance of the Begum ti&hcba. It is a matter of no small 
comfort that ladies, occupying the highest station in life, are 
coming forward one after another to step into the breach 
created by the withdrawal of male national workers. I tender 
my congratulations to Begum A bill Kalam Azad for her 
h a viDg offered to take her share in the public work. The 
readers will take to heart the message ol the aulana. It is 
perfectly true that neither the Government cor the country is 
today prepared for any compromise. Ti e Government will 
not be till we have suffered long imd suffered more. Bengal 
has certainly led in the direction, Bardoli has yet done little. 
Twice has it been baulked of its privilege by cruel Mature, but 
it is a matter o? no consequence whether if is Bengal or Bardoli 
which leads, so long as we get rid of n system which, as is daily 
brooming more and more clear, iN based upon luriorisxn. In ihe 
present mood of the country there is little danger of the vital 
interests being Facrificed,astbeMaulana fears, to the momentary 
pleasure of securing the release of con-cooperation prisoners, 

m# k. a* 
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No End to My Sorrows 

The Manager of the Jjvlenmanycs has forwarded to me 
the following interview belween the representative of that 
paper and M. Paul Richard. He asl® me to publish it and to 
offer my remarks upon it. I do so not without great' hesitation 
and reluctance, but often a public worker has no choice. He 
has to overcome reluctance as also hesitation. It was 
sorrowful for me to have to correct what was an honest but 
gross misrepresentation of my views about Shantiniketan. 
There are some things which one holds sacred and which one 
does not care to discuss in public. The interview that I am 
now asked to publish adds to my many sorrows. Here is it 

lt Question : — After the last postponement of civil 
disobedience at Eardoli, the number is increasing among the 
non-co-opcrationists who do not understand the mind of the 
Mahatma.* What do you think about it? 

Answer -* — Everything is easy to understand in the attitude 
of Mahatma Gandhi if one remembers that his true aim 
is not what people generarlly think, but what he has 
expressed to me a few days ago, spying “ I do not woik 
for freedom of India, I work for non-violence in the world 
and that is the difference between me and Mr© Tilak. Mr. 
liiak was telling ra°, ‘I would sacrifice even truth for freedom 
of my country’ but I am ready to sacrifice even freedom for the 
sake of truth”. In the light of these words you can 
understand the reason of the actual postponement of 
national programme, until the spirit of violence lias been 
shaken everywhere in India; that means probably until 
the end of the world ! 

£t The mind of Mahatmaji can be expressed in a word — 
‘ Non-violence at any cost’; just as the mind of Mrs 
Besant and of the moderate pariy can be expressed by the 
motto ‘’Law and Order at any cost”; and such is also the 
will of the Government. But the will of the national soul 

behind and above all is ‘ At any cost a new Lew and a 

new Order.’ 

“ This will of the new spirit in India, Asia and all over 
the World is the only one which by any way is sure to 
triumph, ** 

I had a rare time with M. Paul Richard. We had many 
happy hours together. I could see at once that, our views of life 
were fundamentally different in some respects, but that did not 
mitfcor in the slightest degree to me. We met each other as 
distant acquaintances. We parted as the best of friends and 
though it is now my lut to criticise what M. Paul Richard 
has said, my regard for his learning, for his humanity and his 
philosophy remains undiminished. But I cannot help 
expressing my deep regret that he should have related what 
was sacred conversation between him and me and that in an 
attenuated form. He makes me cut a sorry figure in that 
interview. It is not possible to deny the substance of 
it, and yet torn from its context and put in the 
language of M, Paul Richard it makes me look so utterly 
ridiculous. The Maharashtra party and I are endeavouring 
to understand each other. We are coming daily nearer. 
That party would rightly resent any reflection on my part 
upon the career or the character . of one of the greatest of 
Indians and one who rules that party’s hearts as no other 
man rules the hear Is of any other set of men. M. Paul Richard 
and <t were engaged in a deeply religious discourse, I was 
trying to give to him the fundamentals of my own faith. I 
was arguing upon the sharp difference that both he and I 
observed-between us, and whilst I was elucidating my point I 
came upon the differences between the Loltamanya and myself 
in a reverent Spirit. After many a frank chat with the 


Lokamanya I had come to see that on some vital matters 
we could never agree. Drawing illustrations from Lis 
inexhaustible store of Sanskrit learning, he used to challenge 
my interpretation of life and frankly and blunfly would say, 
truth and untruth were only relative terms, but at bottom 
there was no such thing as truth and untruth just as there 
was no such thing as life and death. Whilst I could not 
resist the abstract presentation, I detected a flaw in its 
application to actual life and I put it before him in all 
reverence. In my opinion, we never misunderstood cadi 
other. At Sinhagad where both he and 1 were trying to 
take rest we came closer together. I noticed that he was 
fearless and sincere in the enunciation Gf his views and 
he tried to live up to them. I could discover also the 
reasons for the marvellous hold he had on millions of 
his countrymen. 1 have claimed no superiority for myself. I 
only know that we fundamentally differed, but my respect for 
him grew with greater contact, and I believe that his affection 
for me also grew as time went on. The remaiks, therefore, 
that were made to M. Paul Richard were made, I assure 
the reader, in no disparagement of the character o£ the 
illustrious deceased and I hope that llie bald presentation of 
that difference in the interview will not in any way acerbate 
the members of the great Maharashtra party whose hearty 
co-operatioD in the national struggle I value so highly and 
in order to conciliate whom I go many a mile so long as I 
have not to sacrifice my principle. 

M. Paul Richard’s presentation of my views about 
non-violence is really a caricature. I have no doubt that he 
understands mo in the manner in which he has represented 
me. There is undoubtedly a sense in which the statement is 
true when I say that I hold my religion dearer than my 
countiy and that therefore I am a Hindu first and nationalist 
after. I do not become on that score a less nationalist than 
the be.sl of them. T simply thereby imply that the interests 
of my country are identical with those of my religion. 
Similarly when I say that I prize my own salvation above 
everything else, above the salvation of India, it does not 
mean that my personal salvation requires a sacrifice of 
India’s political or any other solvation. But it implies 
necessarily that the two go together. Just in the same 
sense I would decline to gain India’s freedom at the cost of 
non— violence, meaning that India will never gain her 
freedom without non-violence or through violence. That 
I may be hopelessly wrong in holding the view is 
another matter, but such is my view and iL is daily growing 
on me, I have so often remarked that whatever may 
be true of other countries, India’s salvation lies only 
through the path of non-violence. If M. Paul Richard 
bad understood mo correctly he would have pacified his 
iotei viewer by saying that I believed that India could 
gain her liberty quickly only through non-violence and 
that therefore eo long as the country accepted my guidance 
the country would have to be satisfied with my limitations 
and therefore permit me to guide her so long as the 
country believed that, as it is circumstanced, it had no 
means open to her for 'gaining her end except by non- 
violence and truth. M, Paul Richard has made the 
position worse by remarking that if India’s freedom 
depends upon non— violence it will never be attained. It 
passes comprehension how he could have omitted to take 
notice of the phenomenal progress made by the country 
in the direction of freedom. Indeed, I claim that India- 
is substantially free to-day, she has found the way, she 
is asserting herself, she has thousands of her children — 
men and women — who have learnt the sovereign virtue 
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of sacrifice without retaliation, and it is my certain 
conviction that if only workers "will work out the 

constructive programme placed before them with industry 
and honesty, I have not a hhadow of a doubt that vm 
shall gain all the three ends in no time. I do not for 
one moment believe that the Congress workers cannot 
control forces of hooliganism that exist in the 

country. Only we have not tried wholeheartedly to gain 
that control. 

Dr* Kichlew and Col, Wedgwood 

Dr, Kichlew writes from Karachi prison under date 28rd 
January 1022 describing* himself as Prisoner KO 770: — 

“ I am sending you herewith a copy of a letter from Col. 
Wedgwood which has been forwarded to me by the Frivate 
Secretary to the Viceroy through the Superintendent, 
Karachi Jail. The letter speaks for itself and in my opinion 
is of sufficient interest to be sent on to you for whatever 
treatment you think Lest. 

“ As for myself 1 am quite happy where I am. Last 
time during the Rowlatfc Act agitation in 1919 I was treated 
as a political prisoner although sentenced for life on more 
serious charges than this one under section 503 I. P. 0. T 
was allowed to have newspapers, my own clothes, bedding, 
book3 and various other things of personal use, and there 
were also special arrangements made for food, bath, lights and 
other necessaries of life. But this time it appears to me 
that in the opinion of the Bombay Government my offence is 
not of a politiaai nature and I am therefore entitled to no 
such considerations as were thought fit and proper by the 
Punjab Government. My fellow “ Conspirators ” are of 
course treated like me more or le^s as ordinary criminals 
with this difference only that we are not allowed to mix with 
each other and are particularly kept aloof from other prisoners 
in jail. Bat wo have made up oar minds not to obey any 
orders which are likely to interfere in the performance of 
religious duties such as prayers, fastings etc , or which we 
consider to be morally degrading or humiliating. 

“So you see, Bapu, ifcis jail-life with a vengeance and lean 
assure you we are enjoying it to our hearts’ content. Both the 
Ali Brothers are behaving like thorough sportsmen and I am 
proud of their friendship. Maulana Kisar Ahmad and Pir 
Gulam Mujaddid, too, are acquifctiug themselves hi a splendid 
manner. I can’t see Maulana Kis&r Ahmad for he is 
living near Shaukat in some ( to me unknown ) 
part of the jail. But I daily meet Pir Saheb during daytime for 
we both work together on our Oharkhas. Now please don’t 
smile; spinning is good for our health and its music keeps 
the mind occupied. Maulana Husain Ahmad, probably you 
know, is on the banks of the Sabarmati somewhere near 
your Ashram, 

“As for myself you will be glad to learn that (while others 
are unfortunately losing ), T am gaining weight and I am 
fairly on the way to beat the jail record. I came with -falling 
health, weighing 122 pounds only, but now 
my weight is something like 189 pounds. So I have 
a right to call myself hale and hourly. In 
fact I had gone up to 187 pounds, but two attacks 
of malarial fever and of Cuurso my old complaint of bleeding 
piles pulled me down again, imprisonment for me has proved 
a God-send and a blessing- in disguise, and the jail has 
given me a rest-cure which I could not get even on the 
heights of Simla, Life here is religiously simple— almost 
natural, and I sincerly hops that with absolute peace of 
conscience and mind, I shall be able to regain all my lost 


weight which certainly was more than 140 pounds before the 
Rowlatfc Act agitation. 

“ This is all I am allowed to tell you about jnl life. The 
rest you can im trine. Dili, we *r<? i'diy and happy *>v er it all— 
whmiiis ali that is vanfced. 

“ As for the Round Table Conference, though we are 
lovers of peace and would like to have aa honourable 

settlement of the three great questions, Tam afraid, in my 
opinion, is is a little too early. Oa the one hand the people 
have not received sufficient training in suffering and on 
the other the Government has not yet fully realised that 
the voice of Gandhi is the voice of India and that every 
Indian worth his salt is a nationalist at heart and is 
ready to sacrifice his all for the sake of Idberty . But 
if the Conference dees come off at all you can sit with 
perfect easG of mind for all absentees and 
whatever you do, I hope, you won’t take into 

consideration the sufferings of the people in jail. ” 

The following is Col, Wedgwood’s letter referred to 
by Dr. Kichlew: — 

“I do hope that they are treating you decently in jail. 
All that can be done to that end from this country has 
been done, for you are rarely out of our thoughts. If you 
sec Amireliand of Peshawar, tell him also that our sympathy 
(for what* it is worth) and our best wishes go to him 
in this trial. One feels helpless here, but I expect that 
you all are treading serene the path you have laid out 

to follow and want nothing but just that for which you 

have lived. 

“Of course I am sorry that it has come to this, but it is no 
use crying over spilt milk and we have just got to try to get 
things put right as soon as possible. Before yon can get to 
the Round Tabio Conference you must go through the door 
of the Jail. 

“The Irish settlement has, I think, made all things easier. 
The Irish Free State must stand up for their companion in a 
similar struggle. Their wishes wi ! I count for something now, 
and there are few moye popular persons in England to-day 
than Michael Collins with his jokes and his Irish brogue. It 
lias made all our Tories suddenly wake to the virtue and to 
the future grandeur of a Commonwealth of Free Peoples. They 
have caught the habit: having tried it on Ireland and secured 
unanimous applause, they will be trying it on India next. 

“It is they who will have to try It, for I see no chance of 
Labour ever coming into power in my life-time, though they 
have put me on the front bench to mako a better tight of 
it. If an election conies this year, Lloyd George will be 
almost as strong as ever, 

“Meanwhile, though it comes less home to you, I see all 
the old civilisations dying. The German Mark has followed the 
C.own and the Rouble into worthlessness. Kext year, 
I fancy the French and the Italian currency will follow 
suit. They are living on the printing press and dare not 
return to sound finance and heavy taxation. As a result 
the. towns die out, manufactures cease and the proletariat 
drift into the country to beg for work and land on which 
to live a natural life. Economics are bringing Gandhi-ism 
upon Europe, and those who havo the lands will give none 
up to those who need it. 

“To us this is more important Ilian to India, for we have 
nearly a quarter of out workers our of work with no sign 
of recovery, 

“Take care of yourself, and, if you can, write to me and 
tell me your news. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Joslah. C. Wedgwood.” 
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Our Laxity 

V>y M. K. Gandhi 

A reliable correspondent writes to me saying that in 
Allahabad and Pmnares the volunteers have ‘been enlisted 
without regard to their qualifications. Hardly 50 could be 
found dressed in liandtpim Jchaddar from top to toe. 
Borne more could be round wearing hhadrar for outer 
covering, all the rest being foreign cloth. Ihe same 
correspondent says that some of the volunteers do not miud 
an occasional drink and that they are not tested ns to their 
belief in non-violence and that in many instances the local 
Congress-officials have lost cmfcrol over lhmn. It has been 
officially reported that there are 0C.O00 volunteers 
enlisted in the United Provinces. J1‘ it is a 
fact that there are so many volunteers on the 
roll and that the vast majority of them do not conform to 
the Congress conditions, they are worse than useless. The 
complaints mentioned by me arc formidable, yet as a matter 
of fact, I have not exhausted thorn all. The same news 
comes from Calcutta, again from a reliable source. My 
informant tells me that baud reds who have gone to jail 
know nothing aboutjtho pledge, are not dressed in khaddar , 
are not dressed even in Indian mill cloth but have gone to 
jail wearing foreign cloth, and that they have had no 
training in non-violence. A correspondent from Rohtak 
writes bitterly complaining that in many parts of that 
district the volunteers do not obey instructions and make the 
position of Congress officials most difficult and embarrassing. 

If one -tenth of these complaints is true I fear that we 
have not bean able to cope with the wonderful awakening 
and to bring under control all the new additions 
t) tin n mgrens organisation. It is possible that it is 
nobody's lault that this is so. The Government precipitated 
a crisis by hurling the notifications about public meetings 
and volunteers at ns. The challenge had to be and was 
taken up. New and inexperienced men found themselves 
clothed with office and they were called upon to deal with a 
crisis which would have taxed to its utmost the capacity even 
of the experienced leaders withdrawn from public guidance. 

There is much to be said in favour of this argument. No 
one need therefore be blamed, but we mn3t not blink the 
facts. On the contrary we must face them sternly, boldly and 
set our own house in order, Ho army in the world has yet 
marched to victory, which has not consisted of soldiers 
possessing the qualities expected of them. An army of peace 
has greater need to exhibit the qualities laid down for its 
soldiers. It would not do to retort that the standard, is too 
high. A recruiting officer who takes recruits below the 
standard renders himself guilty of dishonesty, if he takes such 
recruits knowingly. All he can do is to report to the 
head-quarters that he cannot get recruits on the conditions 
prescribed, but on no account will he be justified in departing 
from them. 

The conditions laid down by the Congress were read 
by myself in detail to the whole audience last. December 
in the Congress pandal. They were exhaustively discussed by 
the xAll-India Congress Committee and the Working 
Committee and then they were explained by me to the 
delegates and visitors from the different provinces at 
numerous informal discussfons. The plea of impossibility 
of fulfilment cannot therefore be accepted. The 
Relegates knew what they were about. They wore nearly 
0,000- They came to represent their respective constituencies 
and there should have been no difficulty about the fulfilment 
of the conditions.' 

T should personally be satisfied with S00 volunteers 
thoroughly understanding and complying with the 
conditions, but I should not care to lead a struggle with 
§0 f 00Q yoluteers who know nothing of and care to about the 


conditions. The reason is obvious. In tUa one case I have at 
least 300 stalwarts io mppori me, in the other case I have to 
carry a burden of 3u,00U men, n"& volunteers, who arc a drag 
upon me. Tiie 300 would help me, would obey instructions, 
bnt 30,000 will certainly not carry out instructions and may 
throttle me. We must therefore once for all make up our 
minds that all the resolutions which arc- passed by the Congress 
Working Committee have to be fulfilled literally. They ai? 
part of a swift and practical programme upon whoso due 
fulfilment rests die future of Indie, the redress of the Khil&fat 
and the Punjab wrongs and the attainment of Swaraj. 
Resolutions by themselves mean nothing if they are not to be 
carried out in full. We used to un-oplain when our resolutions 
which were in days gone by addressed to the. Government 
were not carried out by it. Who is to complain when the 
resolutions voluntarily and deliberately passed by us are not 
carried out by ourselves ? I, therefore, strongly advise all 
Congress and Khilal at organisations to see that they are 
strictly enforced in their respective jurisdictions. If they do 
not, it is they who will endanger the movement and no one 
else. It is for us to make or mar the future. 

Prisoners in Delhi Gaol 

To, 

The PdHor, “ Young India ”, Ahmedabad. 

Sir, — The Chief Commissioner of Delhi has attempted in 
tbePicss Communique dated 3 9th January 1922, with a view 
“ to convincing the intelligent reader ”, io disprove the 
statements apropos treatment of non— cooperutor prisoners 
in the Delhi Jail . The cumulative weight of his argument 
almost induce-* a non-eooperator to regard the Delhi Jail 
as a not unpleasant change from the hard life he has to 
Dud, The pity, however, is that there b cone so blind as 
to fall into the ditch, 

I am sending you a painful letter signed by Messrs, 
Shankerlal L. Ilanvant Sabai and Sardar Nanak Singh 
painting the Delhi jail-life in all its bloud-red colours, 
“ Volunteers wer« confined in open barracks and left 
shivering in the cold winter nights. We asked in vain for 
sufficient clothes and bedding. Many fell victims to 
bronchial troubles This is moreover borne out by the 
independent testimony of a highly responsible Congress 
official and an esteemed citizen of Delhi who visited 
Dr. Abdul Rahman in jail. “ For several days "says lie 41 Dr. 
Abdul Itehman wa3 feverish with pains in tho ebesfc and 
was dosed with quinine without aoy medical examination. 
His condition grew worse and for several consecutive nights 
he suffered acute pains. Only then the Superintendent of 
Jail and a day after the Civil Surgeon, examined him and 
removed him to Hospital.” Nevertheless the communique 
states that “ no sickness specially traceable to this cause 
( insufficient clothing ) was observable amongst the 
prisoners.” Such is the callousness of the Government and 
its eulogized £l highly qualified health officer. ” 

Furthermore, the covinmniquo has taken objection to L. 
Shanker I-al’s description of Jail diet as u canine food ", 
I am enclosing a prisoners letter wherein he explicitly 
states that the food is il bovine and iquesirine”. Additional 
unimpeachable evidence is furnished by the following 
statement of a distinguished and prominent vishor to the 
Jail: “ The food shown me consisted of * Mash Dhal 1 and 
bread. The former was cooked in an iron bowl and had 
become black with dissolved iron. The bread was so hard that 
it required a fair amount of strength to break it.” Mi*. Bhanker 
Lai on the 3 2th and l;Jih December, several political 
prisoners on the 17th and 18th, and a hundred volunteers 
together with Messrs Asaf Ali, Mohammad Taqi and even 
Dr. Abdul Rehman notwithstanding his illness on the 3 0th 
and ’3 1st of December, were on a hunger strike preferring 
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starvation to the “ foil diet ” of the Delhi Jail. Mr. Asa? Ali 
states, “ The conditions in the Delhi Jail were growing from 
had to worse. lYe raised an indignant protest for which the 
thoughtful and sensible amongst us, who oculdliave influenced 
the volunteers, were removed to Mianwali. The rest were 
forcibly separated and confined and it was only after a two 
days’ fast, during which for about 28 hours we could not 
even go for natural purposes, that our condition somewhat 
ameliorated.” Samples of this jail food were brought to me 
in a tiffin carrier. The bread was a rmxtuie of pebbles, sand, 
stone-dust and wheat. The vegetables were coarse cabbage 
and cauliflower leaves. And that was all the menu. I dare 
not ask in the deep pathetic words of the prophet of old “Who 
is there amongst you who, if his son ask bread, shall give 
him stones ?” For I have not the heart to answer “ the 
Superintendent of the Delhi Jail.” 

Apropos the tactics of securing an apology from civil 
resisters, I am giving a verbatim litteraiim translation of 
a letter of Maulana Abdulah, late Secretary Provincial 
Khilafat Ooramittee, to the Editors of Congress^ an 
Urdu daily, and published in the issue of 3rd January 
1022, 11 The treatment meted out to us in Delhi was 

unbearable. It is a long story but one fact deserves attention. 
Calculated attempts are being made to ill-tuat prisoners. 
The Jail staff has been let loose to coerce prisoners into 
tendering an apology. 'We tried to prevent this and orders 
have been issued ag«inst me and nine others for our removal 
to Mianwali." This is corroborated by a letter received 
from the Delhi Jail and written on Jail paper which I am 
enclosing herewith. For obvious reasons I have suppressed 
the writer’s name. “ The gaoler came to our cell this 
morning saying that our imprisonment had been 
half its term and asking us to sign a paper of apology. We 
refused and said ‘ We do not recognise your Government’. 

I come next to flogging. Mahatma Gandhi has forestalled 
mo by pointing out that my reference was not to flogging in 
the Delhi Jail. 

Then as to blankets. “You will be shocked” says Maulana 
Abdulah in the above-mentioned letter “at the way these 
poor non-co-operators — about 115 — are being treated. They 
have been given blood-laden blankets belonging to the 
hospital patients, I say, by my faith, that these helpless 
volunteers have no choice but to say their prayers on these 
self-same blankets,” I have Mr. Shanker Lall’s statement 
supported by Messrs. Pt. Shadi Ram and Bhagwan Swamp 
Basal and forty others as ear-witnesses, given on the morning 
of 2G th December 1921 when he was being removed to 
Mianwali, that the stink in the blood-stained blanket* was so 
offensive that he was “nigh losing his reason.” Letters from 
prisoners in the jail tell the same tale. I have referred to the 
blankets issued to Mr. Shanker Lall and others as being 
blood-stained. The Delhi communique describes them as 
rust-stained. There is a world of difference between blood and 
rust. And the non-co-operator prisoners in the "Delhi Jail 
know the significance of this terrible difference more vividly 
than I or the chemical analyst to the Government of Delhi. 
.Is it blood or rust ? I almost hear the Delhi Government 
answer “Blood and Iron”. Had! Hasan 

Secy, Dist. Con. Committee, Delhi. 

[ With the exception of one irrelevant paragraph I am 
giving the letter as received without even removing the 
picturesque though inoffensive adjectives. It must be clear 
to any impartial observer that a mere denial by interested 
parties, however highly placed they may be, will not be enough 
to remove the bad taste in the mouth left by these revelations. 

M. K. 


Government Denials 

1. On behalf of the Bihar Government 

The Bihar Publicity Officer sends me the following for 
publication in reply to my statement in my rejoinder to the 
Government of India’s reply to my manifesto addressed to 
H. E. The Viceroy;. — 

“In the manifesto dated the 7th February issued by Mr. 
Gandhi from Burdoli, mention is made of certain acts of 
“ lawless repression ” by the Government, which in his 
opinion justify resort to civil disobedience. Among these 
instances is the following item:-“ looting, admitted by the 
Bihar Government, of villagfs by an officer and his ccmpany 
without any permission from any one.” The reference is 
evidently to the Dhanaha Thana incident, and the plain 
implication of this statement is that the looting was carried 
out under the orders of the officer in charge of the police 
company and that this fact is admitted by the Bibar 
Government. The substance of the statement made by the 
Chief Secretary in the Legislative Council to which Mr* 
Gandhi evidently refers is as follows: — 

‘On the 27 December, 1921, on receipt of information 
* from Mr. Mackinnon, Manager of the Baikunthpur Factory, 
that certain villages were in a very disturbed state, the 
military mounted police marched through Piprahia, Bairatwa, 
Chanderpore and Sihulia. The allegations of looting in 
village Piprahia appeared on the finding of the District 
Magistrate to be entirely without foundation, gome looting, 
however, did take place in the other three villages. The 
District Magistrate was of opinion that the looting which 
occurred was in no way systematic but sporadic, a few sowars 
slipping down side lanes and taking articles from owners. The 
Inspector in charge kn a w nothing about it till the villagers 
of Sihulia came up and complained, when the property' wasT” 
under the orders of the Inspector, restored on the spot. The 
Inspector General of Polico had been requested to take 
disciplinary action against those sowars against whom there 
was definite evidence of having taken part in looting, and 
the Sub Divisional Officer, Bettiah, is to take cognizance of 
any offences that may be disclosed during the enquiry. 5 

“ The statement made by Government makes it clear that 
the published reports of the looting were much exaggerated 
and that such looting as took place was the act of individual 
sowars . It also shows that Government will not countenance 
any* breach of discipline like that of whfch the sowars were 
guilty on this occasion. 

“Mr. Gandhi’s manifesto certainly tries to put a very 
different complexion on the whole affair.” 

I gladly publish the note, but I must confess that it carries 
no conviction to me. The substance of the statement of the 
Chief Secretary is not half as damning as the original which 
1 have read and which appears in the Searchlight (27-1-22). 
The cross fire to which the Chief Secretary was exposed in 
the Bihar Council is a study in hedging and fencing. The 
Chief Secretary is unable to deny that the officer himself did 
not take part in looting. These villages of Champaran I 
know very well. They have no windiDglanes. Looting does not 
cease to be looting when thelo oted property is restored. The 
admissions wrung from the Chief Secretary by the Councillors 
leave on the reader’s mind the Impression that there is more 
behind the admissions than appears on the surface. Let me 
add, too, that the officer and the sowars went inspite of 
prohibition against the mounted police paiading without any 
Magistrate accompanying them. No explanation is still 
forthcoming as to why the officer rode out with his sowars 
and what action has been taken against him for the bre&ch of 
discipline which the Government have been compelled to 
Admit, efc it be noted too that tl^e villagers had 
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nothing to deserve the looting expedition. As the summary 
admits “ on receipt of information from Mr. Mackinnon, 
Manager of the Baikuntbpur Factory, that certain villages 
were in a very disturbed state, the military mounted police 
marched through Pipariah, etc.” I know what tlie^e marches 
mean to the villagers of Champaran. I am most anxious to 
be convinced that officialism has not reached the state of 
degradation which popular reports describe and which the 
Government are reluctantly obliged to admit in part or in 
full. But all my effort in that direction, I regret, has proved 
fruitless. ML K. G. 

2, Government Denies Bulandshahr Outrage 
To, The Editor, Young Indie . 

Dear Sir, — The attention of the United Provinces 
Government has been d«*awn to various Accounts of 
action taken by the police in enforcing the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act against volunteers 
which have appeared from time to time in your 
paper. Efforts are being made to collect authentic details to 
correct or explain what your correspondents have written. 
In general their letters are tinctured with much exaggeration. 
The amount of force which is necessarily required to deal 
with large mobs of people in an excited and recalcitrant mood 
are exaggerated into acts of deliberate assault. The other 
side of the picture, namely, open defiance of authority backed 
by legal warrants and the provocative attitude generally of 
dangerous assemblies headed by volunteers is completely 
ignored. Enquiry has been made into an account given by 
you in Young India, dated the 12th January 1922, of what 
took place between the 22nd and 25th December last. I 
would point out generally that this article itself shows 
how the volunteers set about deliberately to 
defy the law and how large mobs led by volunteers, which 
according to your correspondent numbered several thousands, 
paraded the town. These demonstrations are of the same 
character as have led to the recent lamentable occurrences in 
Bareilly and Gorakpour and it is only jus t to Bulandshahr 
authorities to point to the fact that no such serious 
results occurred there. Your correspondent particularly 
draws attention to the fact that Bugrassi volunteers weie 
“ sturdy Pathans ”, a distinctly turbulent element. I pass now 
to various details. One Shiva Lai is mentioned as having been 
mercilessly beaten and left in an unconscious state: the actual 
facts are that he jumped down some temple steps to join the 
mob, in doing so ho fell and hurt his head. He received 
strokes with canes from constables in the execution of their 
duty. There is no evidence to show that he was left in an 
unconscious state, be made no complaint to a Magistrate, nor 
did he go to a hospital. The three persons, Babu Shambhu 
Nath, Amar Singh and Said Ali were at the head o( a large 
mob which completely overwhelmed the Sub Divisional 
Officer. The position being dangerous and analogous 
to that of which we have had a recent example in 
Bareilly, the Sub Divisional officer was obliged to 
summon - the assistance of a small party of 
British soldiers to the support of the armed police. This 
sufficed to dissipate the mob without more than the ordinary 
display of force. The three above mentioned leaders of 
the mob were then arrested. Sham Nath and Said Ali 
were not brought to trial as they apologized and gaye an 
mndertaking to refrain from agitation in the future. Athar 
Singh, the fourth whom you mention, was one of a party of 
Vakils and others who advanced a few paces ahead of another 
portion of the mob. They all formed part of the unlawful 
assembly and declined to assist the Sub-Divisional Officer in 
dispersing the mob. Athar Singh was arrested as he refused 


compliance with the . orders and documentary evidence was 
found on his person showing him to be interested in the 
volunteer movement. Considering the disturbed condition 
of the town at the time, the arrested persons were very 
properly handcuffed during their removal to the Kotwali, 
The statement that on the 6th December volunteers 
were given from 25 to 60 cuts with batons, canes 
and lathis is absolutely untrue. In order 
to disperse the “ sturdy Pathans ” the Sub-Divisional 
Officer called out individuals and told each to proceed 
in a different direction. These men, it may be mentioned, 
had come from a distance of 25 miles by motor lorry 
especially to commit a breach of the law. A few complied 
with the orders and were only pushed. The fourth man did 
not comply and received three or four strokes only till he ran. 
The remainder were dispersed in a body by the ordinary force 
necessary and no person received more than a couple of 
strokes. None of them fainted as your correspondent states. 
The “prominenjb physician ” appears to be a young shop* 
keeper. He wished to follow the mob and persisted when the 
Sub Divisional Officer forbabe him. He received a few strokes 
with a baton. He did not become senseless, which is 
apparently what your correspondent means by the expression 
“ gone mad He was seen by the Sub— Divisional Officer 
in the bazaar the following day. It was necessary to take 
measures to ensure that the roofs and other 
prominent places in the thoroughfare were not occupied 
by the public unnecessarily in the interests 
of their own safety and that of the rest 
of the public. This accounts for the alleged interference 
with individual liberty. 

'ihe raid on the Congress Committee Office 
was carried out while the mob was being dispersed. The 
Bugrassi volunteeiS-** the sturdy Pathans ’-had taken 
refuge there. Here again the proceedings were similar 
to those of the Bareilly mob which occupied' the Town 
Hall. There was absolutely no threat to open fire. The 
volunteers were given five minutes to leave the place 
and they took away themselves their own bedding. Lastly 
the statement that forms of law have not been complied 
with in reference to the imposition of fines is absolutely 
untrue. The property of the convicted persons was 
attached on proper warrants for levy of fines imposed. 

May I request that you will give as much publicity to 
this account of what took place, for which the District 
Magistrate is responsible, as you gave to the uncorroborated 
and undoubtedly much exaggerated account writen by 
your correspondent ? I am similarly collecting information 
with regard to otl^r published accounts which from time 
to time I shall send you. Yours faithfully, 

Lucknow, E, Gondge 

13th Feb. ’22. Publicity Commissioner. 

[The fofegoing version of the happenings at Bulandshaher 
between the dates 22nd and 25th December (and reported by 
us in the article ‘What Next ?’ in the issue of Young India 
of January 12) carries us no further, A mere denial on 
behalf of the Government is no evidence of innocence. The 
Government officials are accused of lawless acts. If they are 
not guilty they must prove their innocence before an impartial 
commission, Till then, we are afraid, otir correspondent’s 
version must stand. 

But what is still more objectionable in the letter of tlie 
Publicity Commissioner is that events that took place in 
December last are tried to be explained and justified by events 
that happened in February I This inversion of cause and 
sequence is misleading. For, after all Chauri Oliaura is 
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nothing bui a reaction against the very serious provocations 
that the Government have been giving to the people for the 
last two months in V. I\ In this week’s ‘In Gold Blood , the 
readier will find diaries of incidents arranged in consecutive 
order in two districts of that unhappy province which will 
give him some idea as to what points of exasperation the 
people were gradually driven to. While, therefore, greatly 
deploring and denouncing the Ohauri Oliaura incident we 
should recognise also that if our information is correct it 
succeeded an unnecessary and uncalled for assault on throe 
volunteers which absolutely destroyed all reason -of Mm crowd. 

Ia the light of the incident at Chain! Chaura, the Publicity 
Commissioner tries lo justify the Bulan dshaher incident thus:- 
“I would p.fiat out generally that this article (in Yoimg 
India ) itself phows how the volunteers set about deliberately 
to defy the law and how large mobs led by volunteers which 
according to your correspondent numbered several thousands 
paraded the town.” This is nothing but a caricature of our 
report embodying wholesale travesty ot facts. For, there 
was no mob at the beginning as even the most cursory 
reading of the report will show. This is what the report snys:- 
“On the 23rd wheu some of the volunteers were returning 
from duty, they were caught up on the way by the police and 
mercilessly beaten with batons, canes, lathis and even shoes. 
Bat this did not demoralise the volunteers. They ware again 
out on the 24th. When t 1 cy reached the Chowk Bakiuk they 
met the civil and unrod police under the command of a 
Sub-Inspector who was accompanied by other Sub- Inspectors. 
On account of the previous day's happenings the public had 
crowded in very large numbers to sec what was going to be 
done by the police who appeared to have come with a determined 
policy. As anticipated, the police at once began to belabour the 
public and the volunteers with thick canes, lathis and baton-j 
quite indiscriminately and very severely. ” 

The Publicity Commissioner tries also to make capital 
out of an expression used by us in describing the Bugassi 
volunteers as ‘sturdy Parhams,’ But what did these ‘sturdy 
Pat-hans 1 do?’ Is thm*e any better proof of the wido acocpianoc 
of the doctrine of non-violence than their exemplary conduct 
in the face of a murderous attack on them, both individually 
and collectively ? “ There was no public ” as the report says, 
« w ith these volunteers, as the latter had warned them on 
account of the anticipated action of the Police. The S. D. M. 
first called a few volunteers one by one. They were individually 
and consecutively belaboured by the S. D. M. and many a 
constable all at a time. Some of them received 25 to 50 
cuts of batons, canes and lathis. They 8uff«*r*d all that wiLhout 
the least murmur or complaint. They then fell on the ground 
and fainted. The constables were then ordered to carry them 
one by one in different directions. The rest of the volunteers 
were all standing in a dignified mood to await their share of 
sacrifice. They wero then attacked all in a body by the entire 
police force and were most cruelly belaboured. Many of them had 
no strength left to cover even a few paces of distance and were 
consequently found lying on the ground inthe streets closo by.” 

These are charges that cannot bo airily dismissed by 
denials ef interested parties. Asstt, Editor,-! 7 ", J, ] 

3. U. P. Government’s Denial 

To, The Editor, Young India, Ahmed abad. 

Dear sir, — In continuation of my letter Ho. 360/C, 
dated the 10 th February 1022, I beg to draw your attention 
to the fact that the Commissioner of the Benares Division 
has - published a denial of the facts alleged in the article entitled 
“Legalised Pillage” which appeared under your name on page 
3 of your issue dated the January 5th and other references 
from time to time. I attach a copy of the communique and 
request that you will do - the Government the justice of 
publishing it in an early issue. 


1 am arranging fo send you an answer to the telegram 
which you published about the Benares jail and treatment of 
prisoners later on. Yours faithfully, 

Lucknow, J 4 £L Gondge 

11th Feb, 22. Publicity Commissioner 

Pres 'f Communique 

i inquiry has established that there is no. truth whatever 
in the malicious statements made in the extinct “Independent” 
and other extremist papers, to the effect that volunteers 
arrested in Benares were subjected to obscene insults and 
threatened with indecent assaults by the police; nor is it a 
fact that any of the volunteers were shipped of all their 
clothes and sent home in the frosty cold of the night in a 
naked condition as alleged. The only foundation for this 
disgraceful libel is that in the case of a few volunteers who 
refused to give tlieir addresses, some minor articles of clothing 
like hats ancUshoes were, by order of the trying Magistrate, 
distrained to pay their fines. Fines have been found most effective 
in deterring volunteers who had been intimidating shopkeepers 
and the general public, and their resentment has been expressed 
in much unjustified abuse of the police and magistracy. 

[This denial practically denies nothing. J?or the oommtMiqiie 
admits that, “ in the case of a few volunteers clothing like 
hats and shoes were by order of the trying Magistrate 
distrained to pay their fines. ” We do not know how the 
volunteers of Benares came to use ‘hats'. The order of the 
trying Magistrate for d>straimen t, if it was passed at all, 
seems to have been passed behind the backs of the volunteers 
as they were not aware of any such order. The forcible 
attachment of things on their persons, therefore, can be very 
naturally and truthfully described as “ pillage ”. As regards 
stripping of clothes the Benares correspondent of the Leader 
in his message dated December 31 says— “ The treatment of 
prisoners under orders of release is reprehensible. All 
clothes are snatched away. They are made to sit on the wet 
Kotwali grounds almost naked at midnight prior to their 
release. ” Again, in the Aj ( Benares ) of 27tli Tonsh it is 
stated that the batch of volunteers who were fined Its 10 
on the 26th December last were removed to the Kotwali at 
3 P. M., where everything on them except dhotis and hurtas 
were taken away. The gold ring of a volunteer was removed 
from hiB finger by calling in the aid of a goldsmith as he 
had a boil on that finger. They were then locked up in a damp 
dirty room, the iloor of which was specially made wet by 
poming water on it ! And all this in the last week of 
December in Benares where the cold is so severe. They were 
then one by one discharged at dead of night. The process conti- 
nued till midnight. We donofc find, therefore, auy exaggeration 
in the report which was quoted in the article “Legalised Pillage” 
referred to above by the Publicity Commissioner, which runs 
as follows:- “ During the last three days the volunteers 
did not parade the streets to court arrest. Altogether nearly 
bOO were arrested, most oT them were released after 24 hours 
or fined Rs. 10. In default, the Police stripped them of their 
blankets, coats, shoes vyatohes etc.” 

As regards the charges of “obscue insults” and “indecent 
assaults” by the Police, the mere statement of the Communique 
that they are “malicious” docs not prove that they did not occur. 

One other point: The Communique says — “ Fines have 
been found most effective in deterring volunteers, ” Does it 
admit by this the very serious charges as reported by the Leader 
correspondent, that in realising those fines “ ornaments were 
ihaken off women’s bodies and that Stridhan was not respected; 
utensils of daily use were taken away without any enquiry as 
to whether the property belonged really to the accusd or to 
anybody else” ? Specific instances in corroboration of this and 
similar statements are to be found in the correspondence of the 
victims of such oppression published over their names in the 
columns of the Aj of Benares, Assit. Editor — F. I.] 

Printed by S. C, Banker and Pnblishedby Mahadev H. Desai 
at Ffayajivan Press, Chudi Ole, Pankor Haka, Ahmedstbad. 



